Task Card #4: Winning the War and Ending Slavery

Name: _________________________________________________________ 


Section: ____ 
Date: _______________________________

A Civil War Mystery: 
The Emancipation Proclamation and the Ending of Slavery in America
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TASK:  Independently or with a classmate, attempt to answer the mystery question by reading and analyzing the provided documents.  
BEFORE THE WAR BEGINS: 
STEP ONE:  Determine Lincoln’s feelings about the war and slavery BEFORE the war began.  Read and analyze the following excerpt from Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address to help you formulate a conclusion.  Write your conclusion in the space provided.  

According to his First Inaugural Address, before the war began, Lincoln _________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
Glossary of Unfamiliar Terms for the above primary source document: 

Apprehension = anxiety about the future, especially about dealing with something unpleasant or difficult
Endangered = to put someone or something in danger of being hurt, damaged, or destroyed
Inclination = a feeling that makes you want to do something
DURING THE WAR: 

STEP TWO:  Determine Lincoln’s feelings about the war and slavery DURING the war.  Read and analyze the following excerpt from Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 to help you formulate a conclusion.  Write your conclusion in the space provided.  

Two years during the war, Lincoln __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
Glossary of Unfamiliar Terms for the above primary source document: 

henceforth =  from this time on
authority = the power you have because of your official position 
emancipation = to give someone the political or legal rights that they did not have before
proclamation =  an official public statement about something that is important, or when someone makes such a statement  
AT THE WAR’S END:  
STEP THREE:  Read and analyze the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution passed on January 31, 1865  and ratified by the states on December 6, 1865 to help you fill in the blanks below.  

Many people believe that the Emancipation Proclamation, issued on January 1, 1863, freed all the slaves in the United States. Actually, the Emancipation Proclamation only freed slaves in _______________________________ _____________________. Freedom did not come to all slaves until the passage of the ___________ Amendment to the Constitution.
Glossary of Unfamiliar Terms for the above primary source document: 

involuntary = happening to you although you do not want it to
servitude = the condition of being a slave or being forced to obey someone else 
convicted = someone who has been proved to be guilty of a crime and sent to prison
jurisdiction =  the right to use an official power to make legal decisions, or the area where this right exists 
STEP FOUR:  Solving the Mystery.  If you completed the first three steps correctly, it should become apparent that Lincoln went from not wanting to end slavery in the southern states to instituting (putting into place) a law that would eventually led to the end of slavery throughout the United States (at this point the “divided States of America”).   

Before answering the questions below, perform a close reading of the documents on the handout entitled: Excerpts from Various Sources to Solve the Civil War Mystery.  
1. If at the start of the war, President Lincoln told the nation that if elected, he would not interfere with slavery where it existed (the slave states), then why does he issue the Emancipation Proclamation during the war? 

2. In the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln does not mention Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, and Missouri. These states had slaves but were not part of the Confederacy (they were not fighting against the Union). Why do you think Lincoln wrote a proclamation that freed only those slaves living in the Confederate States and not slaves living in the border-states? (Hint: The border states were states that permitted slavery (i.e. “slave states) but fought for the Union (aka the North))  
Mystery Question:  Why did Lincoln change his mind about ending slavery as the war progressed? 








Fellow Citizens of the United States 





Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Southern States that by a Republican victory their property and their peace and personal security are to be endangered.  However, I declare that – I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the States where it exists.  I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.





- ABRAHAM LINCOLN, First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861. 





That on the 1st of January, A.D. 1863, all persons held as slaves in any state that is in rebellion against the United States (slaves in the Confederate states) shall be henceforth forever free; and the executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons.


	


		       	           - Excerpt from The Emancipation Proclamation, January 1863 





- ABRAHAM LINCOLN, Emancipation Proclamation, September 22, 1862.  





Section 1:





"Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.





Section 2:





Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.





- Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, January 31, 1865.  








