Algerian Revolution: Background Reading
The Algerian war for independence began in 1954 and ended in 1962 when French President Charles De Gaulle pronounced Algeria an independent country on July 3. 

This war was one of the many wars for independence that occurred during the 1950s and 1960s. The movement for independence came from the Algerians' dissatisfaction with being treated as second-class citizens by the French colonial government. 

In the period between Napoleon's downfall in 1815 and the revolution of 1830, the restored French monarchy was in crisis, and the dey (the governor of Algiers) was weak politically, economically, and militarily. The French monarch sought to reverse his domestic unpopularity through a successful military campaign. On the pretext of an insult to the French consul in Algiers by the dey in 1827, France blockaded Algiers for three years. France used the failure of the blockade as a reason for a conquest of Algiers in 1830, which was not technically completed until the early 1900s. 

In 1848 Algeria was annexed as three French departments. During the nineteenth century there were two waves of French immigration: post 1848 and post 1881. At the same time Algerians were systematically pauperized. Traditional patterns of land ownership were dismantled and French settlers were allowed to buy or confiscate land. In 1954, French Algeria was a society rigidly polarized along racial lines, economically, politically and culturally. On the one side there were one million French settlers - on the other nine million Algerians. Algerian resentment of the French invaders was both widespread and well founded.  So from the outset the relationship between Algeria and France, French and Algerians, was a racist, colonial one, based on violence.

Colonialism began with violence and it was ended by violence. The Algerian war started with the insurrection organized by the National Liberation Front (FLN), on November 1st, 1954, and lasted until 1962 when Algeria became independent. During those eight years one million Algerians died. In 1954 there were 200,000 Algerians living in France. 

