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American Freedom Thematic Essay #2
 Grading Rubric 
	ARGUE 

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Formulates and defends an argument using a variety of evidence from multiple sources


	
	Formulates a relevant thesis or claim and defends position with valid, textual evidence.

	Formulates a relevant debatable thesis or claim and defends position with analysis of valid, textual  evidence and when appropriate distinguishes the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims.

	To improve your ability to ARGUE… __ present a thesis statement that directly addresses the task    __ present a more narrowed, debatable thesis statement ___select more appropriate quotes and other evidence to support and explain thesis ___consider diversifying/using evidence from multiple sources to enrich and build case for your thesis ___ 

___Other: 



	BE PRECISE

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Demonstrates control of mechanics through sentence construction

	
	Uses simple, grammatically accurate sentences to communicate ideas and conclusions. 
	Uses both simple and complex grammatically accurate sentences to progress ideas and meaning. 

	To improve your ability to BE PRECISE… ___ continue to practice integrating quotes in a more seamless manner   ___avoid incorporating naked quotes  ___ avoid incomplete sentences (fragments) ___ avoid run-on sentences ___ be mindful of capitalization __vary the sentences in your writing  __ use parallel sentence structure (e.g. Mary likes hiking, swimming, and bicycling.)  __ avoid dangling modifiers (e.g. Having finished the assignment, the TV was turned on. Here, the author has a dangling modifier.  The sentence should read as follows: Having finished the assignment, Jill turned on the TV.)
___Other: 



	BE PRECISE

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Accurately represents historical ideas


	
	Historical information is accurate.
	Demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of course material.

	To improve your ability to BE PRECISE… ____ check historical information for accuracy (conduct outside research) ___ incorporate more specific historical facts and information __ review/proofread work before submission 

 ___Other: 



	COMMUNICATE

	Outcome Target: 
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Uses language to communicate with clarity

	
	Communicates conclusions in an organized manner.  
	Communicates thoughts

through organized and accurate arrangement of language that allows the 

reader to fully comprehend and think about claims and evidence beyond the text.

	To improve your ability to COMMUNICATE… __ avoid vague language ___avoid making sweeping generalizations,  
__avoid contractions ____ continue to practice using transitional phrases to link sentences and ideas __ avoid redundancy ___ be mindful of homophones (there/their)  __ work on word choice (replace complex words with simple ones)  __ avoid vague nouns  ___ use words, not their definitions  __don’t start sentences with “There is,” “There are,” or “It is.”    ___ use pronouns appropriately  __break long sentences into shorter ones ___ be mindful of verb tense __be mindful of subject/verb agreement  __ read aloud as you write  __ present ideas/conclusions as if you were telling a story
__ Other: 



	COMMUNICATE

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Skillfully and purposefully organizes writing. 

	
	Demonstrates a general or basic plan of organization.

	Exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent piece of writing as if it were a story that compels the reader to move through the text.


	To improve your ability to COMMUNICATE… __ avoid irrelevant information   __ elaborate/expand on your claims/important conclusions with supporting evidence ___present historical information in chronological order    __ make sure each sentences advances and showcases the central idea __ every now and then connect new information and ideas to the central idea ___ focus each paragraph around a single issue/central idea/argument __ consider creating and/or using a provide outline before writing a rough draft __ if provided, use essay guidelines to help facilitate how you go about organizing your essay (think bullet points = body paragraphs). 
__Other:  



	CONCLUDE

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Uses inferences, connections and/or prior knowledge to formulate ideas


	
	Forms conclusions based on textual evidence.  

	Forms conclusions based on inferences supported by textual evidence.  


	To improve your ability to CONCLUDE… ___tailor or integrate evidence from the provided primary source material/assigned reading(s) to formulate a more nuanced or original conclusion  __connect the readings to course material/prior knowledge  __ using two different colored highlighters, highlight the sentences in your essay that present conclusions made by someone other than you with one color, and then highlight your own original conclusions with the other color.  If your essay includes more conclusions made by someone else, consider revising so your essay includes more conclusions made by you.  __ conduct additional outside research to increase your knowledge of the content/topic 
__Other: 



	PLAN

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Uses the writing process to improve writing


	
	Provide evidence that you used the writing process to develop and improve your writing.
 
	Use the writing process to develop and improve writing, which is clear in your evidence. The revision phase includes mindful revisions based on feedback and self-reflection.


	To improve your ability to PLAN…     ___ create an outline or a more detailed outline for your essay   ___ complete your rough draft on time  ___ spend more time responding to questions and/or completing each aspect of the writing process   ___ when appropriate and/or if necessary make revisions/edits beyond those made by your peers/instructor   ___ use time more effectively when in class to complete all steps/elements of the assignment  __ complete a second draft and/or second peer review  __ submit all planning materials __ make sure that your essay addresses all aspects of the task evenly  ___locate more usable evidence during the collecting and gathering stage of the writing process  __ provide more precise, useful feedback to the author of the essay you read during the peer review session ___ complete the self-reflection  ___ take more time completing the self-reflection  ___ perform a close reading of the essay guidelines and the grading rubric to ensure that your final essay includes all the necessary components/elements  
__ Other: 




