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The United States entered both the First World War (WWI) and the Second World War (WWII), claiming that American intervention was necessary in order to bring freedom to people and make the world  “safe for democracy” (i.e. a government for the people by the people).  This proclamation supports the idea of American exceptionalism; the belief that America is unique or “exceptional” from other countries, because, as the Statue of Liberty signifies, the U.S. is often considered the embodiment of freedom – the so-called “land of opportunity.” 
Is this true? Does the U.S. deserve this label? In what ways, is this idea, both then and now, a myth and a reality?

TASK:  

Create some form of visual project/photo montage* that reflects the contradicting or problematic idea that America is/was “the land of opportunity” at both the turn of the 20th century (the decades after the Civil War up until the Second World War – 1877-1941) and today.   Your visual project must also be supplemented with or accompanied by  some form of written component that speaks to/explains your visual component.  Your written component can take any form you choose (poem, short story, essay, etc…).  
* You can use my project as a model for your own.  
Requirements (in addition to completing the above task): 

1) Complete the various activities detailed on your student performance tracker.  You may move through these activities/assignments at your own pace. You should, however, complete the activities in the order they appear. 
2) Maintain a portfolio of your completed work to be submitted for evaluation. 

3) Collect evidence/data on your Myth and Reality T-chart as you complete the required learning activities. This information will be used to help you in both the planning and the creation of your visual project and written component. 

4) Keep a log of your progress/what you accomplish each day.  This log will be used in the overall assessment of your planning.  

Class-wide discussions:
1) Fourteenth Amendment 

2) Capitalism 

Introduction to Unit/Project: 

1) Lady Liberty Handout 

2) Greg’s Project 
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AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM


MYTH or REALITY?








