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Assessing the New Nation Assignment

A TEMPLATE FOR YOUR REPORT 

Introduction Paragraph:


Body Paragraphs (Sentences 2- may vary depending on where you think it best to include your integrated quote):





Conclusion Paragraph:


Unit 3: Freedom During the Market Revolution

Assessing the New Nation Assignment

Mentor Text/Model Body Paragraph 

Issue: Foreign Policy
Lingering Question: What kind of foreign policy should the United States government adopt (i.e. the type of relationships with other nations)?

The future of the United States will be greatly affected by its dealing with other nations.  The rivalry between Britain and France during the 1790s caused the United States to take the matter of foreign affairs more seriously.  Although Washington argued for America to remain neutral and not get entangled in European affairs, 

the nation eventually cancelled the American-French alliance dating back to 1778 during the War of Independence and became more closely connected to Britain.  In 1812, however, after the British  refused to stop seizing U.S. Navy vessels and sailors, the United States declared war against its former colonizer.  According to James Madison, the America’s victory in, what became known as the War of 1812,  “strengthened a growing sense of nationalism in America,” and “encouraged efforts to remain cautious in forming alliances with other countries.”  Since the War of 1812, it seems the United States is focusing its attention on issues at home.  This is a wise decision for there is much to be addressed if the states are to remain “united.”  
 	From 1824 to 1825,  I accompanied Marquis de Lafayette on his visit to the United States nearly fifty years after he had fought at Washington’s side in the War of Independence.  Since 1784, when he had last journeyed to the United States, the nation’s population has tripled to nearly 12 million, and its land area has more than doubled in size.   Our tour demonstrated how profoundly the nation had changed.  And yet, while Americans may have a good reason to celebrate, there are several lingering issues or questions that need to be addressed or resolved if the nation is not only going to survive, but rather thrive and prosper.   





Sentence 1: Topic Sentence (Introduce one of the four topics you will assess). 





Sentences 2-4: How is the current U.S. government addressing this issue or lingering question? 





Sentence 5:  A sentence that includes a person’s opinion on this topic (this is your sentence that integrates a direct quote from the primary source you analyze). 





Sentences 6-7:  Your thoughts on the impact this issue might have on the nation in the future and/or how the nation should consider moving forward.  








Rephrase the purpose of this report. 





Provide an overall assessment about how the nation is doing?  Are the current 24 states truly “united?” What are the nation’s current strengths? What are the nations most pressing (most important) issues/lingering questions to be resolved/answered? 





Suggestions for moving forward?  How can the nation become stronger and more “united?”  








