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As a result of America’s attempt to end the spread of communism abroad (overseas), in the United States, communists and communist sympathizers became suspect.  In 1947, the Truman Administration ordered federal employees to take loyalty oaths and began investigations into people suspected of ties to communism.  

The House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) represented another front against communism.  HUAC directed much of its activity at the media.  On nationally televised hearings, it demanded that suspected communists in film, radio and television testify regarding membership in the party or in front organizations.  

Without showing evidence for his charge, Senator Joseph McCarthy exploited this anti-communist atmosphere by declaring in a 1950 speech in Wheeling, West Virginia that there were 205 communists working in the State Department.  
In 1952, the Republicans gained control of the Senate. Now with the power to assign committee leadership, the Republicans named McCarthy as Chairman of the Senate Sub-Committee on Investigations. Over the next several years, McCarthy would use this position to hold public hearings into communist infiltration in American government. 
McCarthy’s downfall came in 1954, when a Senate committee investigated his charges that the army had harbored and “coddled” communists. The nationally televised Army-McCarthy hearings revealed McCarthy as a bully who browbeat witnesses and made sweeping accusations with no basis in fact.  He died three years later.  But the word “McCarthyism” had entered the political vocabulary – shorthand for character assassination, guilt by association, and abuse of power in the name of anticommunism.  

Reading Comprehension Questions: (answer on a separate sheet of paper or on the back):

1) What did the Truman Administration order federal employees to do in 1947? Why? (Discern MS) 

2) What was the role of the HUAC? (Discern MS) 

3) What did HUAC consider as “un-American? (Discern ES) 

4) What did Senator Joseph McCarthy do in 1950? (Discern MS) 

5) How do you think the American public reacted to McCarthy’s accusations in 1950? (Conclude MS/ES)  

6) What led to McCarthy’s downfall in 1954?

