Unit 5:  Freedom Before the Second World War 
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THE CHINESE EXPERTENCE




   PROJECT GUIDELINES

Project Overview/Description:
An unprecedented (never seen before) wave of European immigrants (27.5 million) arrived on America’s shores between 1865 and 1918.  These “new arrivals” provided much of the labor base necessary for the expansion of industry and agriculture that occurred during the Second Industrial Revolution.  These immigrants came in large numbers from southern and eastern European countries such as Italy, Greece, Poland, and Russia as well as Asian nations like China.   In addition to the hardships faced by these newly arrived immigrants to secure a job and a place to live, most, if not all, immigrants at once found themselves in-between two worlds or cultures – caught between the life they had in their home country and the new one they discovered in America.   
Americanization is the process of an immigrant to the United States of America becoming a person who shares American values, beliefs and customs and is assimilated into American society.  Assimilation or becoming “American” is also a two-way street. When we join, or are assimilated into a group, we are changed, but so is the group. Ideas, attitudes and beliefs flow back and forth. Group dynamics change. Immigrants and early inhabitants of North America once deemed “outsiders” and “foreigners” shaped and continue to change the face of American society.  
For centuries, American writers and performers of all backgrounds have grappled with what it means to cross land and water — sometimes by choice, sometimes not — to take up life in a new world.   For this project, you will explore the process of “becoming” American for an immigrant during the Second Industrial Revolution as well as the experience of an individual who has recently* immigrated to the United States. 
The following guiding questions will help frame your project/research:
· Why did this individual immigrate to America? 

· What was his or her experience upon first arriving to the United States?

· How and to what degree did this individual assimilate American culture and integrate him or herself into American life?
Final Product Options:  

Option #1: Create a digital photo-book (using IBook Author or iPhoto) that includes…
· A title for your digital photo book  

· At least three photographs that represent the experience of becoming “American” for Tung Pok Chin and/or his family.  

· At least three photographs that represent the experience of becoming “American” for a recent immigrant today.  (These photographs can be of a family member, friend, or recent immigrant that you know).  These photographs need to be taken by you and NOT from the Internet.  If you choose this option, you will be required to participate in a workshop/mini-lesson on the “Principles of Photo Composition.” 
· Captions/brief descriptions for all your photographs.  Consider how you can tell a story with these photographs about the process of “becoming American.”  

* Group size = 1 student 
Option #2: Create a photography exhibit for a museum that includes…
· A photography exhibit proposal  

· A blueprint for a panel (see attached  guidelines) that includes: 

· At least three photographs that represent the experience of becoming “American” for Tung Pok Chin and/or his family.  
· At least three photographs that represent the experience of becoming “American” for a recent immigrant today.  (These photographs can be of a family member, friend, or recent immigrant that you know. 

*See attached handout for further details about this option.  
* Group size =  2 or 3 students 
Option #3: Create a segment for a class or grade-wide created digital story or podcast (using Garage Band).  Your segment must include…
· An audio recording of an interview you conducted with at least one person you know who is a recent immigrant (within 10 years) to the United States.  Prior to conducting the interview, you must submit a draft of proposed interview questions.  
· Information about Tung Pok Chin and the Chinese-American experience with assimilation or “becoming American.” 
*See attached handout for further details about this option.  
*Group size = 1 or 2 students  

*If you choose to help create a class or grade-wide digital story or podcast, you will also be involved in the editing and producing process with other students who have chosen this option.  Once recording are complete, we will work as a team to create a class or grade-wide podcast that includes excerpts from the audio recording of the interview you conducted. 
Project Requirements: 
· Create deadlines/set goals/document accomplishments using your Student Planning Calendar (everyone must maintain a Student Planning Calendar regardless if you are working in groups).  Consider using a Student Planning Log if you are currently “not yet” meeting standards for “creating appropriate plans and follows them in a timely manner with attention to deadlines.”

· See individual requirements for each of the possible final products listed above and the attached grading rubric.  
· Complete and submit a self/group-reflection. 
Project Deadline:  _______________________________________________________________________
