Massachusetts Bay Colony “Blue Laws,” 1672
Puritans in the Massachusetts Bay Colony believed that their contractual relationship with God required them to enforce proper behavior in their communities. To control the conduct of all members of society, Puritans in the 17th century enacted various laws known as “blue laws.”  Here a few of the so-called “blue laws” enacted in 1672.  
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1. If any man or woman, after legal conviction, shall have or worship any other God but the Lord God, he shall be put to death (Deuteronomy 13.6. Exodus 22.20.)
2. If any man or woman be a witch, that is, has or consults with a familiar spirit, they shall be put to death (Exodus 22.18. Leviticus 20.27. Deuteronomy 18.10, 11.)
3. If any child or children above sixteen years old shall curse of smite their natural father or mother, he or they shall be put to death (Exodus 21.17. Leviticus 20.9 Exodus 21.15.)
4. The Governor and Magistrates convened in general Assembly, are the supreme power under God of this independent Dominion.
5. The judges shall determine controversies without a jury
6. No one shall be a freeman, or give a vote, unless he be converted, and a member in full communion of one of the Churches allowed in this Dominion.
7. No man shall hold any office, who is not sound in the faith, and faithful to this Dominion; 
8. No one to cross a river, but with an authorized ferryman.
9. No one shall run on the Sabbath day, or walk in his garden or elsewhere, except reverently to and from meeting.
10. No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, sweep house, cut hair, or shave, on the Sabbath day.
11. No woman shall kiss her child on the Sabbath or fasting day.
12. A person accused of trespass in the night shall be judged guilty, unless he clears himself by his oath.
13. Whoever publishes a lie to the prejudice of his neighbor, shall sit in the stocks, or be whipped fifteen stripes.
14. Whoever wears clothes trimmed with gold, silver, or bone lace, above two shillings by the yard, shall be presented by the grand jurors, and the selectmen shall tax the offender at £300 estate.
15. No one shall read Common-Prayer, keep Christmas or saints-days, make minced pies, dance, play cards, or play on any instrument of music, except the drum, trumpet, and the jaw harp.
16. Adultery shall be punished by death.
17. Married persons must live together, or be imprisoned.
18. Every male shall have his hair cut round according to a cap.
Source: George Brinley, ed., The Laws of Connecticut (Hartford, 1865), pp.9-10.
