The Bush Doctrine (2001) 

Below is an excerpt from George W. Bush’s address to a joint session of Congress on September 20, 2001 – outlining his bold new foreign policy that became known as the Bush Doctrine. 
Discerning Questions as you read: 

1. Who does Bush state is responsible for the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks?  
2. Who is the leader of this organization?

3.  What, according to Bush is the relationship between al Qaeda and the Taliban? 

4. What will happen to the Taliban, according to President Bush, if they do not met his demands? 
5. The Bush Doctrine commits the U.S. to preemptive action.  What does this mean? 


Tonight we are a country awakened to danger and called to defend freedom.  Whether we bring our enemies to justice, or bring justice to our enemies, justice will be done. 





On September the 11th, enemies of freedom committed an act of war against our country. Americans have known wars -- but not at the center of a great city on a peaceful morning. Americans have known surprise attacks -- but never before on thousands of civilians. All of this was brought upon us in a single day -- and night fell on a different world, a world where freedom itself is under attack. 





Americans have many questions tonight. Americans are asking: who attacked our country? 





The evidence we have gathered all points to a collection of loosely affiliated terrorist organizations known as al Qaeda. 





This group and its leader -- a person named Osama bin Laden -- are linked to many other organizations in different countries, including the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan. There are thousands of these terrorists in more than 60 countries. They are recruited from their own nations and neighborhoods and brought to camps in places like Afghanistan, where they are trained in the tactics of terror. They are sent back to their homes or sent to hide in countries around the world to plot evil and destruction.





The leadership of al Qaeda has great influence in Afghanistan and supports the Taliban regime in controlling most of that country. In Afghanistan, we see al Qaeda's vision for the world. Afghanistan's people have been brutalized; many are starving and many have fled. Women are not allowed to attend school. You can be jailed for owning a television.  








Tonight the United States of America makes the following demands on the Taliban: 





Deliver to United States authorities all of the leaders of Al Qaeda who hide in your land. 


Close immediately and permanently every terrorist training camp in Afghanistan. And hand over every terrorist and every person and their support structure to appropriate authorities. 





These demands are not open to negotiation or discussion. The Taliban must act and act immediately. 


They will hand over the terrorists or they will share in their fate. 





Our war on terror begins with al Qaeda, but it does not end there. It will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found, stopped and defeated. 





Our nation has been put on notice: We're not immune from attack. We will take defensive measures against terrorism to protect Americans.  We cannot defend America and our friends by hoping for the best. If we wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long — Our security will require transforming the military you will lead — a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans to be forward-looking and resolute, to be ready for preemptive action when necessary to defend our liberty and to defend our lives.





Great harm has been done to us. We have suffered great loss. And in our grief and anger we have found our mission and our moment. Freedom and fear are at war.  The advance of human freedom -- the great achievement of our time, and the great hope of every time -- now depends on us. 








Glossary:





Awaken – to become aware of something again


Affiliated – people or members of a group or organization 


Recruit – to seek to become a member of something 


Tactics – methods 


Negotiation – to have a discussion so as to arrive at an agreement 


Resolute –devoted  


Preemptive – to take action before someone else can/does











