Foreign Policy #2: The Carter Doctrine
TASK CARD #2
Unit 7: Security and Freedom in the Modern Era
Essential Question: How has American history been shaped by the debates, disagreements, and struggles over freedom?
Aim: To perform a close reading of a text to evaluate both the justification for and the consequences of the Carter Doctrine.  
Materials:

· Handout: The Carter Doctrine at 30 by Andrew J. Bacevich (April 2010) 
· Handout: Greasing the Skids of War: Rethinking the Carter Doctrine by Mark Thomas (October 2014) 
Activity:

1) The Carter Doctrine’s impact on American freedom at home and/or abroad (Bullet point #2 and #3)

a. Locate readings entitled: Andrew J. Bacevich’s The Carter Doctrine at 30 and Mark Thomas’ Greasing the Skids of War: Rethinking the Carter Doctrine.
i. Perform a close reading of each text and answer the accompanying questions (there are only questions for the Bacevich article).  
ii. Share responses with a classmate (if possible) 
b. Preparing for the second Whole Class Experience: 
In the article you just read, Bacevich argues that the Carter Doctrine served as the rationale for American involvement in most, if not all, future conflicts/wars in the Middle East.  To prepare for our whole class activity/discussion, conduct research using the Internet to answer the following questions:
1) Who are the Taliban? Are they (the Taliban) revered or despised by the Afghan people?  Explain your answer?
2) What is the difference between the Taliban and al-Qaeda? 
3) What is the state of the Taliban today? 
**Please write your responses on a separate sheet of paper.


Consider exploring the following sites to help you respond to the above questions:

· http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11451718
· http://www.huffingtonpost.com/blake-fleetwood/the-taliban-is-not-al-qae_b_5455252.html
