Chapter 18 (9 ¼ pages)

Summary:

Chapter 18 begins with Solomon illustrating how his master often whipped his slaves for no good reason.  After Mrs. Epps overhears Solomon expressing that he would have no problem having a new master, Mr. Epps whips him.  The bulk of chapter 18 is devoted to a horrific description of, according to Solomon, “the most cruel whipping that ever [he] was doomed to witness.”  After Patsey goes missing (she was off getting a bar of soap at a neighboring plantation to wash herself because the mistress (Mrs. Epps) refuses to give her any) Mr. Epps forces Solomon to whip Patsey “until she wished she was in hell.”  From then on, Patsey was never the same Patsey that Solomon met upon arrival on Epps’ plantation.  And yet, “a faint light cast its rays over her intellect, so it was not wholly dark.”  Patsey remained hopeful of one day removed from the bonds of slavery and in the arms of God.    

Unfamiliar Terms: 

Tanner - someone whose job is to make animal skin into leather 

Chapter 19 (10 pages)

Summary:

Epps made the mistake of hiring a white Canadian carpenter to help build him a new plantation house. Working alongside the northerner, Solomon realized that this man might be sympathetic to his plight. Samuel Bass was the one white man he had met in his entire time in the south that was actually against slavery. Solomon was able to convince Bass that he had been to Canada in his life as a free man, and Bass was horrified by Solomon's tragic tale. The two arranged to meet in secret that night to discuss what could be done to release Solomon from this awful bondage.  Mr. Bass agrees to mail several letters for him. Both men realize the significance of the act: Northup notes that "my previous ill-fortune had taught me to be extremely cautious," and Bass advises him on "the great necessity of strict silence and secrecy.” Indeed, the letters that Bass writes for Northup inform the recipients "he that is writing for me runs the risk of his life if detected" 
Unfamiliar Terms: 

Infringement – to limit someone’s freedom in some way 

Unfathomable - too strange or mysterious to be understood 

Chapter 21 (7 pages)

Summary:

After a lengthy delay that causes Northup to despair of ever being rescued, he is found and liberated by Henry Northup, the nephew of the white master who had freed Solomon's grandfather in his will, miraculously arrived at Epps' plantation with the proper documentation of Solomon's free status. Henry Northup struggled to locate Solomon, because no one in Louisiana knew him by his real name. It was only a chance encounter with the carpenter Bass that revealed Solomon's location—and that he was now called "Platt.” With this knowledge and the help of a sympathetic sheriff, Henry Northup was able to rescue Solomon Northup.
Chapter 22 (2 pages) 

Summary:

The final chapter outlines the legal proceedings that followed—in New Orleans, where the men received a legal pass to leave the state; in Charleston, South Carolina, where Henry was challenged by customs officials for not "registering" Solomon as a servant; and in Washington, where the two filed charges against Solomon's former captors. The narrative concludes with Solomon's reunion with Anne, his daughters, and a grandson whom he had never met. The child's name was Solomon Northup Staunton.

