Chapter 12 – pages 106-114 (9 pages)

Summary:

Solomon is sold to a man by the name of Edwin Epps. Solomon will be the property of Epps until he is rescued in 1853 (almost ten years). His new master was the very picture of a terrible demon, for "Edwin Epps was known in the racist terms of the time as a 'nigger breaker' and he was proud of it." The ten years that followed for Solomon were filled with hard work, meager food rations, and constant fear..

Fear of oversleeping each morning and not being in the fields by daybreak.
Fear of being caught lagging during the workday.
Fear of not collecting enough cotton to be turned in each evening.
Fear of collecting too much cotton and being expected to work to that extreme each day.

In Chapter 12, Solomon provides a detailed description of life on a cotton plantation. He provides detailed descriptions of the processes of planting, cultivating, and picking cotton, character sketches of his fellow slaves, and gradations of punishment for various offenses. Though his account reveals the misery and despair of field slaves, like many other slave narratives, it also reflects the wry humor with which Northup endured his situation. For example, in describing the meager rations allotted for each week's subsistence, he quips, which "no slave of [Edwin Epps's] is ever likely to suffer from the gout, super-induced by excessive high living.” Likewise, he begins his description of slave huts by stating that "the softest couches in the world are not to be found in the log mansion of the slave.” Ironic metaphors and under-statements such as these render Northup's account all the more compelling, leavening the extent of his degradation with a wry and persistent sense of humor.

In chapter twelve, readers are also introduced to Patsey – who the reader will eventually learn is the subject/victim of Epps sexual advances.  When it comes to picking cotton, Patsey is "queen of the field," for her fingers possess a "lightning-quick motion"—the very dexterity that Northup lacks.
Reading Comprehension Questions:

1) How does Solomon describe Edwin Epps?

2) Provide one quote from this chapter that depicts the work/labor of a slave on Epps’ plantation.  Add this quote to your evidence collection sheet.  

3) What is the slave Patsey known for? 
Unfamiliar Terms: 

Dexterity – skill with performing a task with both hands
Plough – a large piece of farming equipment usually drawn by a tractor or by animals 
Vermin -  rodents, animals that carrying diseases
