Chapter 13 – pages 115-124 (8 ½ pages)

Summary:

Solomon becomes ill and is unable to complete his work load/tasks.  He is unable to pick the required amount of cotton and as a consequence is whipped.  He recalls that not a “day passed by without one or more whippings.”  We learn that Epps is also somewhat of drunk.  Solomon's nightmarish experiences with Epps continued long after the workday ended. Often he was subjected to Epps' favorite form of nighttime entertainment: commanding his slaves to "dance" to the crack of his whip. This embarrassing show "might go on until dawn, when the master passed out, and the slaves were forced into the fields." The utter humiliation and degradation these men and women faced daily was an intentional attempt to keep them in "their place." Since they were outnumbered drastically, white masters constantly belittled and tortured their black slaves so that the slaves might lose sight of their own humanity, and the master would not have to live in constant fear of an uprising.  In this chapter, readers also learns more about some of the other slaves on Epps’ plantation including Abram a “kind-hearted being” who serves as somewhat of a father-figure to the other slaves, Aunt Phebe, Wiley, Bob, Henry, and Patsey.  Patsey is the unfortunate target of Mr. Epps’ affections and is this subject to harsh punishment and verbal abuse from Epps’ wife (the mistress).  Patsey’s back “bore the scars of a thousand strips, not because she was backward in her work, but because of her lustful master and his jealous wife.   
Reading Comprehension Questions:

1) What happens to Solomon in this chapter that may prevent him from picking the required weight of cotton?

2) What occasionally happens when Epps comes home intoxicated (drunk)?

3) Why, in your opinion, does Epps make his slaves dance sometimes well into the night?

4) Describe Patsey – why did her “back bore the scars of a thousand stripes?” 
Unfamiliar Terms: 
Emaciate – very thin, mal-nourished  
Flogging – beating by a whip or paddle
Deprivation – to not have the necessary things to be happy and/or comfortable
Idle – lazy, not working 
Intoxicated – drunk 
Patriarch – father-figure
Excoriated – damage or remove part of the skin  
