Chapter 15 – first paragraph on page 152 – 155 (3 ½ pages) 
Northup's first attempt to write a letter home—with a duck feather and ink that he produced from white maple bark—is thwarted when the white field-laborer in whom he confides exposes the plan to Edwin Epps. However, Northup had been savvy enough to request the favor without entrusting the letter, so he is able to deny the allegation and convince his master that it is spurious. 
Summary:

Reading Comprehension Questions:

1) What is Solomon successful at doing that may aid in his rescue?

2) Who does Solomon ask to mail his secret letter?

3) What happens to Solomon’s letter?  Explain your answer. 
Unfamiliar Terms: 
Pecuniary – relating to or consisting of money

Prostrate – to lie on your front with your face towards the ground, especially as an act of religious worship or as a sign of your willingness to obey someone
Deliverance – the state of being saved from harm or danger
Plausibility – reasonable and likely to be successful 

Epistle -  an important letter 

