Chapter 2 Summary:

Wouldn't it be nice to be famous? To play an instrument so well that people flock from miles around to come hear you play? Solomon Northup, a free black man from New York thought so. So when two friendly white men offered him a shot at stardom, to make a good living playing his fiddle in the circus, Solomon jumped at the chance. These men lavished Solomon with praise, and offered to pay his train fare from New York to Washington D.C., where they promised he would become a famous fiddler. The opportunity to provide for his family by playing music seemed amazing to Solomon, and he boarded the train with them that very day. It simply seemed too good to be true.

And in the most horrifying way imaginable, it was. These two "friendly" white men had no intention of making Solomon and his music famous, but instead took him to D.C. to play out a far more treacherous scheme. The night they arrived in our nation's capitol, they took Solomon out drinking at a local bar. There, they slipped a drug into his drink that left Solomon horribly sick and barely conscious. When he awoke he felt like he had been sleeping for weeks and weeks. As he looked around, Solomon realized that he was in a dark, cold, wet pen of some sort. It was like a jail, but even worse.

Reading Comprehension Questions:

1) Solomon meets two gentlemen in the village of Saratoga Springs, New York one morning “towards the latter part of the month of March, 1841.”  What did these two strangers want from Solomon?

2) Why doesn’t Solomon leave a note to his wife Anne before departing for New York, NY? 

3) How does Solomon end up in Washington, D.C.? 

4) What do the two men suggest Solomon should obtain before traveling to Washington? Why?

5) What happens to Solomon in Washington? 
Unfamiliar Terms: 
Approbation – official praise or approval 

Supposition – something that you think is true, even though you are not certain and cannot prove it

Fetters – a chain

Desolate - a place that is desolate is empty and looks sad because there are no people there  

