Chapter 3 Summary:  

The previous chapter ends with Solomon waking up after a night of drinking with the two men he met in Saratoga Springs, New York (his hometown) who convinced him to play the fiddle for their traveling circus.  Solomon, however, does not wake up in a bed, but in what he soon discovers to be a slave pen – a place to hold or keep slaves before selling them or transporting them to the South to work on plantations. 
The slave pen was like a jail, but even worse. It had a horrid smell that wouldn't go away and the floor was made of wooden planks. Slumped upon them, Solomon felt dazed and confused about how he got there and what was going to happen to him. He could see a little light shining through the bars of the pen. Beyond the bars, he could see the White House and the Capital building of the United States, symbols of the "land of the free," where Solomon himself had been born free. In this tiny holding cell, a strike of fear came over Solomon as he recalled stories of the vicious slave trade that went on in D.C. where thousands of black men and women, boys and girls had been sold into slavery. He lay there naked on the wooden floor, without any papers to declare himself a free man, scared and wondering what would happen next. The door swung open with force behind Solomon. Two very huge men entered and proceeded to severely beat Solomon, telling him to never speak of his freedom again. While in the slave pen, he makes the acquaintance of several other slaves, including Eliza, whose sad history he relates in detail.  
Reading Comprehension Questions:

1) Who are James H. Burch and Theophilus Freeman?

2) What happened when Solomon asserted that he was not a slave but a freeman? 

3) What other individuals are held in the slave pen with Solomon Northup?  
Unfamiliar Terms: 
Elapsed – if a particular period of time elapses, it passes 

Unmitigated – something that is completely bad or good 

Divested – to see or give away something you own, to remove something you are wearing or carrying

Castigation – to criticize or punish someone severely  

Ardently – showing strong positive feelings about an activity and determination to succeed at it

Flogging – a punishment in which someone is severely beaten with a whip or stick  

