Chapter 4 – pages 30-37 (7 ¼ pages) 
Summary:

At the start of chapter four, the well-known slave trader, James H. Burch and his partner Radburn, are holding Northup in a slave pen.  Northup and the other slaves being held are handcuffed and transported together via cars and steamboats to Richmond, Virginia.  On the way to Richmond, Northup and the other slaves including Eliza are kept by a Mr. Goodin, who runs a slave pen similar to the one in Washington, except it is somewhat larger.  Northup forgets himself for a moment and tells Mr. Goodin that he is from New York (a free state).  Burch threatens Northup that he would kill him if he ever spoke another word about New York or about his so-called freedom.   The chapter ends with information/personal histories of the other slaves Northup encounters on his way to Richmond and eventually New Orleans.  
Reading Comprehension Questions:

1) Describe Solomon’s encounter with Mr. Goodin. 

2) What does Master Burch tell Solomon will happen if he talks about being a free man? 

Unfamiliar Terms: 

Incarceration – to put or keep someone in prision 
Mourning -  to feel very sad and to miss someone after they have died 

Vessel – steamboat 

Bemoan – to complain or say that you are disappointed about something 

Mulatto -  a word for someone with one black parent and one white parent, which is now usually considered offensive 

