Chapter 7 – pages 56-end of first paragraph on page 63, second paragraph on page 65-66 (approx 8 pages)

Summary:

Northup and Eliza are first purchased by a Baptist preacher named William Ford. Touched by Eliza's pleas, Ford attempts to purchase her young daughter Emily as well, but Freeman refuses to sell her. Ford proves to be a kind master; Northup writes that "there never was a more kind, noble, candid, Christian man."  Ford's plantation is located several hundred miles northwest of New Orleans, in the Great Pine Woods along Louisiana's Red River. Northup is put to work stacking and chopping logs at Ford's lumber mill, and he decides to reward his master's kindness. Realizing that Ford ships his lumber by land at great expense, Northup devises a set of rafts to deliver them by canal, greatly increasing Ford's profits. "I was the Fulton of Indian Creek," he recalls. He also builds a loom for the plantation that "worked so well, I was continued in the employment of making looms.”  In this chapter, the reader also meets John M. Tibeats, a “quick-minded” carpenter who is hired to “do some work on Mr. Ford’s house.” 
Reading Comprehension Questions:

1) Solomon’s first master is a man by the name of William Ford who, according to Northup is “accounted by his fellow citizens as a worthy minister of God.”  Is there a way to make sense of how slave-owners justified being a Christian while simultaneously holding humans in bondage? 

2) Why does Solomon decide not to disclose his personal history (i.e. that he was legally a free man)?  Do you agree with this decision? Why or why not?

3) What idea does Solomon have to improve Master Ford’s lumber business that in turn distinguishes him, according to Ford, as the “smartest nigger in the Pine Woods?  Why might this distinction be problematic or bad for Solomon?   

Unfamiliar Terms: 

Execrate - to express strong disapproval or hatred for someone or something
Conveyance- when you communicate or express something, with or without words
Mistress – slave-owner’s or master’s wife

Yellow girl – a girl of mixed race – a person with one white and one black parent 

Quarters – to provide someone with a place to sleep and eat, especially soldier

Overseer – the person responsible for making sure slaves work and do what they are told 

Foreman - a worker who is in charge of a group of other workers, for example in a factory
