Chapter 8 – pages 67-75 (8 pages) 

Summary:

Although Solomon was first sold to a very kind owner named Mr. Ford, that tolerable situation did not last long. Ford fell into debt, and sold Solomon to settle his financial problems to a man by the name of Mr. Tibeats. Luckily, the price that was put on Solomon was worth more than the debt, so Ford retained "credit" on Solomon even after the deal was made.

John M. Tibeats was a malicious owner, who was quick to become enraged and violent. One day, Solomon picked the wrong nail to use for a project, and Tibeats ordered him to strip for his whipping punishment. Solomon refused, and when Tibeats came after him, Solomon "grabbed him, flipped him on his back and pinned him by the neck with his foot." With the man who had antagonized him daily now at his mercy, Solomon "beat Tibeats until his screams were heard in the field," and the overseer rode in to intervene.

To strike a white master was a crime punishable by death. Tibeats wasted no time binding Solomon by hand and foot and dragging him to a tree to be hung. This would have been Solomon's fate had Mr. Ford not still owned $400 worth of Solomon's life. When the overseer reminded Tibeats of this financial fact, Tibeats agreed to let Solomon live rather than owe Ford money.

Reading Comprehension Questions:
1) What is the name of Solomon’s second master?

2) Why is Solomon sold to a new master? 
3) What are some of the primary differences between Mr. Ford and Mr. Tibeats?
4) What does Solomon do that is punishable by death?
5) How does Solomon survive being killed by Mr. Tibeats and his men? 
Unfamiliar Terms: 

Pecuniary – relating to or consisting of money
Indebted – to be very grateful to someone for the help they have given you
Stagnant – not changing or making progress, and continuing to be in a bad condition
Epithet – a word or short phrase used to describe someone, especially when praising them or saying something unpleasant about them
Procure – to obtain something, especially something that is difficult to get
Piazza – a large square open area between the houses in a town or city, where people often meet or sit together
Morose – bad-tempered, unhappy, and silent
Ebullition – eager, very happy and excited
Heinous - very shocking and immoral
