Chapter 9 – pages 76-84 (8 ½ pages) 
Summary:

At the end of Chapter 8, Mr. Tibeats (Solomon’s master) hangs Solomon from a tree and plans on killing him for disobeying/physically assaulting him (a crime punishable by death).  Mr. Chaplin (Mr. Ford’s overseer) is able to prevent Solomon’s death, but Solomon remains hanging from a tree – barely able to breath in the hot summer sun.  Mr. Ford finally comes home and releases Solomon from the tree.  In fear that Mr. Tibeats will seek revenge, Mr. Ford allows Solomon to sleep on the floor in the “great house.” Persuaded by William Ford that killing Northup will only bring him the condemnation of his peers as well as financial loss, Tibeats hires Northup out to cut sugarcane in the "Big Cane Break" farther down the Red River to Mr. Peter Tanner. Around this time, Northup learns that Eliza has died of malnourishment and grief at the loss of her daughter.
Reading Comprehension Questions:

1. Why does Solomon believe the overseer Chapin keep Solomon hanging from the tree? 

2. Why do you think Solomon italicizes black in his narrative on page 81 when he states, “I could only gave wistfully towards the North, and think of the thousands of miles that stretched between me and the soil of freedom, over which a black freeman may not pass?”  

3. Who is Peter Tanner? How would you describe him? 
Unfamiliar Terms: 
Supposition – something that you think is true, even though you are not certain and cannot prove it:
Benevolent – kind and generous
Chapter 10 – page 85 (1 paragraph)

Summary:

At the start of chapter 10, the reader learns that Solomon is returned to Mr. Tibeats after his “services are longer required at Tanners.”  
Reading Comprehension Questions:

1. Why is Solomon returned to Mr. Tibeats?
Unfamiliar Terms: 
Diligently - someone who is diligent works hard and is careful and thorough
