Another Stab at the U.S. Constitution
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Airplanes. The atom. Television. Medicare. Collateralized debt obligations. The germ theory of disease. Miniskirts. The internal combustion engine. Computers. Antibiotics. Lady Gaga.

People on the right and left constantly ask what the framers would say about some event that is happening today. What would the framers say about whether the drones over Libya constitute a violation of Article I, Section 8, which gives Congress the power to declare war? Well, since George Washington didn't even dream that man could fly, much less use a global-positioning satellite to aim a missile, it's hard to say what he would think. What would the framers say about whether a tax on people who did not buy health insurance is an abuse of Congress's authority under the commerce clause? Well, since James Madison did not know what health insurance was and doctors back then still used leeches, it's difficult to know what he would say. And what would Thomas Jefferson, a man who owned slaves and is believed to have fathered children with at least one of them, think about a half-white, half-black American President born in Hawaii (a state that did not exist)? Again, hard to say.

The framers were not gods and were not infallible. Yes, they gave us, and the world, a blueprint for the protection of democratic freedoms — freedom of speech, assembly, religion — but they also gave us the idea that a black person was three-fifths of a human being, that women were not allowed to vote and that South Dakota should have the same number of Senators as California, which is kind of crazy. And I'm not even going to mention the Electoral College. They did not give us income taxes. Or Prohibition. Those came later.

Americans have debated the Constitution since the day it was signed, but seldom have so many disagreed so fiercely about so much.  A recent study said that the U.S. Constitution was declining in influence. 

Nevertheless, let’s be very clear here, the U.S. Constitution is an extraordinary work - one of the greatest expressions of liberty and law in human history. One amazing testament to it is the mere fact that it has survived as the law of the land for 226 years.

But our Constitution has been revised 27 times.  Some of these revisions have been enormous and important, such as the abolition of slavery. Then there are areas that have evolved. For example, the power of the judiciary, especially the Supreme Court, is barely mentioned in the document. This grew as a fact over history.

But there are surely some issues that still need to be debated and fixed.

Such a plan is not unheard of in American history.

After all, the delegates in Philadelphia in 1787 initially meant not to create the Constitution as we now know it, but instead to revise the existing document, the Articles of Confederation. But the delegates saw a disconnect between the document that currently governed them and the needs of the nation, so their solution was to start anew.

Perhaps it is time to once again take another stab at the Constitution. 

Possible unfamiliar terms:

1) The political left and right - The left and right ends of the political spectrum describe people's basic philosophy of government. 

Most people think of Democrats of being left center and liberals comfortably in the left and Socialists at the extreme left. 

On the right side, Republicans would be near the center, Conservatives comfortable in the right and libertarians at the far right. 

The right tends to favor policies in which the role of the government is extremely limited, especially when it comes to promoting the general welfare of the populous, but at the same time spending adequate resources for the common defense of the nation such as the military and the enforcement of international trade agreements. 

The left tends to favor a stronger government with policies that benefit the general population at the expense of those in positions of power. People on the left tend to believe that the government's primary function is to provide for the general welfare of its citizens paid for by taxing the populous.

2) Framers – the writers of the Constitution, also known as the “Founding Fathers”

3) Commerce – the activity of buying and selling, esp. on a large scale (trading)
4) Infallible – incapable of making mistakes or being wrong 


5) Electoral College – (in the US) a body of people representing the states of the US, who formally cast votes for the election of the president and vice president.

6) Prohibition - the prevention by law of the manufacture and sale of alcohol, esp. in the US between 1920 and 1933.

