Critical Book Review Dissection Assignment
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What does a critical book review entail?  

In preparation for writing your own critical book reviews this year, you will create a mini “how to” guide and/or outline for writing a critical book review.  
How will you do this?  

1) Locate at least two critical book reviews (preferably texts that you have already read).  
2) Analyze both book reviews by discerning and documenting both the content and structure of each review. Consider the following questions when dissecting your two critical book reviews:
· How is a critical book review structured (i.e. is there an introduction? If so, what is typically included in the introduction? Does the review have a thesis statement or over-arching theme/focus?) 
· What information is likely to be included in a critical book review?  What information is not likely to be included in a critical book review?  
What will this mini “how to guide” look like?  

There are two parts to this assignment.  
1. The first part (the analyzing or “dissecting” of the two critical book reviews) needs to be made visible by exaggerating/elaborating your annotations and possibly presenting these annotated book reviews onto poster board.   
2. The second part of this assignment (the “how to” guide) should be typed and include and/or be in the form of a detailed outline or template.  The idea is that you or someone in this course could use your “how to” guide to aid in the writing of their own critical book reviews.  
**NOTE: You may explore other resources to aid in the creation of your “How To Write a Critical Book Review Guide,” but exploring and browsing online sources are one thing, copying and pasting (i.e. plagiarism) is another thing.   I want you to primarily use your findings and discoveries from dissecting the two or more critical book reviews you located for homework assignment #1.  It will be easy for me to identify a submitted “how to” guide that was not created following this process.  

How will you be ASSESSED? 

You will be assessed on the following outcomes for this assignment:  PLAN, DISCERN, and COMMUNICATE.  See grading rubric for details.   

When is this project DUE?  

Your Critical Book Review Dissection Assignment will be due on: ___________________________ 
