Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

  
Determining the Author’s Main Idea(s)/Argument(s)
TASK: After completing or as you complete a close reading of the guided text, use this handout to help you distill the main ideas and claims made in the text to help you prepare for constructing your talking point.  

COMPLETE BEFORE READING 

COMPLETE DURING OR AFTER READING 

What do you 


know about 


this author/


these authors?  





What do you 


expect to read 


about based


on this title?  





Author(s): 





Title: 





Key idea/


debatable 


claim (include 


direct quote 


and/or


page number):  





Key idea/


debatable 


claim (include 


direct quote 


and/or


page number):  





Key idea/


debatable 


claim (include 


direct quote 


and/or


page number):  





Author’s


thesis or 


main 


argument/


idea:  








