Check-in-Point #1: 

Discussion Questions
Act One and Two
(Pages 3, 8-32, 36-48)

Plot/Character Development Questions: 

1. Plot: What major things happened so far in the play?  What events stand out to you as important or interesting? 

2. Character Development: What do you think of the characters so far?

a. What do you think of Reverend Hale?  What is his opinion of the girls’ behavior?  

b. What do you make of Tituba’s confession?  

c. What is your opinion of Abigail and the girls?  Is their behavior uncommon?  Do girls act like that now? How do the girls avoid being accused of witchcraft?  

3. Ask your own questions.  What questions do you have that you want to ask the group?

4. Make predictions – what do you think will happen next? By the end of the play?

Questions to help you collect data/evidence for your DBQ Essay #1: 

5. Task Item #1 (Bullet Point #1): The play takes place in 1692 (almost 325 years ago).  How is the town and the people of Salem different from your town/people today?  How is it similar?  How is the type of government present in Salem different than the government today? What laws/rules must the people must follow? Are there particular roles/responsibilities reserved for men, women and children?  
6. Task Item #2 (Bullet Point #2):  How does the type of government in Salem affect the inhabitant’s personal freedom?  How do the laws/rules of Salem affect the inhabitant’s personal freedom?  
7. Task Item #3 (Bullet Point #3):  Do the various limitations/restrictions on personal freedom in Salem result in an ordered society? Is there an appropriate balance between personal freedom and social order in Salem?  
