








             PROPERTY RIGHTS 

Colonial elites (white wealthy men) succeeded in owning most of the land in England’s American colonies.  For example, in Rhode Island, 90 percent of the land was owned by a very small group of white men.  In Massachusetts, six families dominated Hampshire County from 1692 to 1760. 
In 1774, wealth-holders constituted only 23.9 percent of the adult population.  
Of 1,802,258 free whites, 430,872 owned some wealth and property (23.2%); Of 498,693 blacks in 1774, only 17,761 owned any wealth or property (3.6%). While a small number of enslaved Africans were able to “own” a small plot of land, most slaves worked and lived on land owned by their masters. 
Receiving wages insufficient to the cost of living, a large segment of … [the] population, especially families headed by less skilled males, had little or no opportunity to amass savings or property as they grew older.  They had enough to do simply to survive, and that struggle continued throughout their lives.”
    Excerpt from T.H. Breen’s Marketplace Revolution 










