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Evolution of United States’ Major Foreign Policy Decisions

	
	Historical Circumstances
	Foreign Policy 

Approach


	Foreign Policy Aims (Justification)


	Impact on American Freedom/Unintended Consequences

	Washington’s

Neutrality Proclamation (1793)

	The U.S. won independence from Britain in 1783. After the outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789, Britain had remained neutral, watching from the sidelines, but in 1793, when French troops occupied Belgian lands, threatening the Dutch as well as British overland trade, war was instigated.

	President Washington chose a position of neutrality.

	Washington believed that America should not get entangled in the internal affairs of other nations
	The fear of revolutionary France spilled over into a mistrust of immigrants.  Congress passed the Alien Act giving the President power to deport or imprison any alien he considered dangerous. An alien is an outsider or someone from another country. Congress also passed the Sedition Act – making it a crime for anyone to write or say anything insulting or anything false about the President, Congress, or the government in general. 

	Monroe Doctrine

(1820)


	
	
	
	

	Spanish-American War
(1898)


	
	
	
	

	Roosevelt Corollary

(1904) 

	
	
	
	

	The United States and World War I
(1917-1919)


	
	Neutrality – 

	
	

	
	
	Declaration of War – 

	
	

	
	End of WWII – the U.S. Senate rejects the Treaty of Versailles
	
	
	

	The United States entry into World War II

(1941-1945)

	
	Neutrality Acts – 

	
	

	
	
	Lend-Lease Act –

	
	

	
	
	Declaration of War –

 
	
	


