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Excerpts from Major Early U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions 

Station A: 

Excerpt from The Monroe Doctrine 

Station B: 

Excerpt from President McKinley’s War Address to Congress in 1898 

  

Station C: 

Excerpt from President Wilson’s address to Congress, April 2, 1917. 



Station D:  
Excerpt from Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s Address to Congress, December 8, 1941. 




The American continents...are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers.


We should consider any attempt on their part to extend their [political] system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety.


With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power we have not interfered and shall not interfere. But with the governments who have declared their independence and maintained it, and whose independence we have...acknowledged, we could not view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their destiny, by any European power in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward the United States.








The reasons to go to war are these:





First, in the cause of humanity and to put an end to the bloodshed, starvation, and horrible miseries that are now there.  





Second, we owe it to our citizens in Cuba to give them protection for life and property which no government there can or will give.





Third, the right to get involved may be justified by the very serious injury to the trade and business of our people, and by the reckless destruction of property and ruin of the island.





Fourth, and this is very important…With such a fight waged for years in an island so near us and with which our people have such trade and business relations; when the lives and liberty of our citizens are in constant danger and their property destroyed and themselves ruined; where our trading vessels might be seized by warships of a foreign nation, all these and others are a constant threat to our peace…





I have already sent to Congress the report on the destruction of the battleship Maine.  The destruction of the Maine, by whatever cause, is an obvious sign that things in Cuba are intolerable.  The Spanish government cannot assure safety and security to the American Navy in the harbor of Havana on mission of peace, and rightfully there… 





Property can be paid for; the lives of peaceful and innocent people cannot be.  The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against mankind.  





The German policy has swept every restriction aside.  Ships of every kind, whatever their flag, their character, their cargo, their destination, their errand, have been ruthlessly sent to the bottom of the ocean without warning.  American ships have been sunk, American lives taken.  





I advise that the Congress declare the recent actions of the Imperial German Government to be, in fact, nothing less than war against the Government and people of the United States.  





Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable where the peace of the world is involved.  The world must be safe for democracy.  We have no selfish ends to serve.  We desire no conquest, no dominion. We seek not material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely make.  We are but one of the champions of the rights of mankind.  





It is a fearful, but right thing to lead this great peaceful people to war.  We shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts – for democracy, for the right of [people] to have a voice in their own government, for the rights and liberties of small nations.   





Vocabulary: 


commerce: trade				feasible: possible


dominion: control or domination		material compensation: money 





Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.





The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost.





Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya. Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island.


Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. 





Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our interests are in grave danger.





With confidence in our armed forces -- with the unbounding determination of our people -- we will gain the inevitable triumph -- so help us God.





I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December 7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire.











