Unit 4: The Civil War and a New Birth of Freedom? 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 


Section: _____

Date: ________________________

Excerpts from Various Sources to Solve the Civil War Mystery
Below you will find excerpts from a variety of sources to help you answer the two questions on the handout entitled:  A Civil War Mystery: Ending Slavery: A Moral Decision or Military Necessity? 

Document A:  May 1861 - Letter from Union General Benjamin Butler to Lincoln
         


 







Questions to help prompt thinking: 
How are Confederate troops using slaves to help win the war? 
What, according to Union General Benjamin Butler, should Lincoln to do help the Union win the war? 

Document B:  Testimony of Union General Daniel E. Sickles before the Joint 

Committee on the Conduct of the War,  37th [U.S.] Congress Third Session, 1861
Question to help prompt thinking:


What, according to Union General Daniel E. Sickles, are slaves doing that is helping the Union army win the war? 
Dear President Lincoln, 





Many Confederate troops are using their slaves in the *batteries, and are preparing to send the slave women and children South. Many slaves seem to be running away and a group has come in this morning to my military camp bringing their women and children. Without them the batteries could not have been built at least for many weeks As a military question it would seem to be a measure of necessity to deprive their masters of their services and weaken their force in number and in strength. 








batteries = place were cannons and guns are kept during battle


deprive = to prevent someone from having something, especially that they    


                   need or should have


 





The most valuable and reliable information of the enemy’s movements in our vicinity that we have been able to get derived [originated] from slaves who came into our lines… They will submit to any privation [lack of basic comforts], perform any duty, incur any danger.  I know an instance in which four of them recently carried a boat from the Rappahannock River [Virginia], passing through the enemy’s pickets successfully, to the Potomac and crossed over to my camp and reported themselves there.  They gave us information of the enemy’s force which was communicated to headquarters; a service upon which it would be difficult to fix a price.  These services rendered by these men are known to soldiers, and contribute, I presume, largely to the sympathy they feel for them… 





vicinity = in the area around a particular place 


pickets = a soldier or a group of soldiers with the special duty of guarding a military camp


rendered = to cause someone or something to be in a particular condition











