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Freedom in America Thematic Essay #1:
Essay Guidelines

Theme: Freedom in America    


Task: 


For this essay, you will write about the colonial period in American history.   If this were the actual thematic essay on your Regents exam in June, you would be able to choose the time period.  The authors of the test will also provide a list of options from which to choose from.  You do not need to choose one of the options provided.  
Essay Requirements:

1) Complete and submit all planning/data collection sheets:

2) Produce a brief outline prior to writing a rough draft 

3) Construct a rough draft of your essay that is peer or teacher-review ready. 

4) Complete a peer review session and submit your partner’s peer-review checklist 

5) Make revisions and edit your rough draft to produce a final draft that is: 

· at least 2 pages but no longer than 3 pages 

· typed (Times New Roman and 12 point font) and double-spaced. 

· follows the basic essay structure with an introduction paragraph, body paragraphs, and a conclusion paragraph.  

* All pre-writing materials must be submitted in addition to your final draft in your essay folder. 
Citations:    

For this paper, when citing a primary source document or source material, DO NOT use in-text citations. For example:


    
Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of   

      powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).

Instead, I want you to attempt to include the source and the author’s name in the sentence.  For example:

In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson states that, “all men are created equal.”

If you are referring to the same document multiple times within the same paragraph, you do not need to state the author’s full name.  You can just use the author’s last name.  In addition, if referencing the same document multiple times, consider shortening the document’s title if appropriate and necessary.  
�





No idea is more fundamental to Americans’ sense of themselves as individuals and as a nation than freedom.  The central term in our political language, freedom is deeply embedded in the record of our history and the language of everyday life.  








Identify one period* in American history and:


• Discuss the level of freedom during this period of time.


• Evaluate the impact the level of freedom had on society.


  (Consider the role the level of freedom played in causing the witch trails of 1692 in Salem, MA)





  


 








