Name: _________________________________________________  Section: ___ Date: _____________________________

American Freedom Thematic Essay #3
Grading Rubric 
	Outcome
	Not Yet
	Meets Standard
	Exceeds Standard

	PLAN

Make deliberate plans, reflect, and persevere in order to achieve goals.
	
	Completes all elements of assignment on time. 
Observed work sessions and planning materials demonstrate an attempt to engage all elements of the assignment process. 

	Thoroughly completes all elements of assignment on time.
Observed work sessions and planning materials demonstrate a thorough attempt to engage all elements of the assignment process.


	To improve your ability to Plan…     ___ create an outline for your essay   ___ complete rough draft on time.   ___ spend more time responding to questions and/or completing each aspect of the writing process   ___ when appropriate and/or if necessary make revisions/edits beyond those made by your peers/instructor   ___ use time more effectively when in class to complete all steps/elements of the assignment  __ complete a second draft and/or second peer review  __ submit all planning materials
__ make sure that your essay addresses all aspects of the task evenly   

__ Other: 
 

	CONCLUDE 

Infer meanings, analyze information and develop valid ideas based on evidence and analysis.

	
	Forms conclusions that are supported by textual evidence.  

	Form conclusions based on inferences supported by textual evidence. 


	To improve your ability to Conclude…       __ present a thesis statement that directly addresses the task    __ present a more narrowed, debatable thesis statement 

__  include more original, nuanced conclusions by combining prior knowledge with the facts, argument, and information presented in the guiding text/or in class 

__ Other: 



	BE PRECISE 

Accurately represents solutions, ideas and language.


	
	Uses language, content  and mechanics to represent ideas accurately.  Any errors do not take away from the reading of your work.
Historical information is accurate.
	Use language, content and mechanics accurately to progress ideas and meaning. You have no noticeable errors in grammar and mechanics.
Demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of course material.

	To improve your ability to Be Precise  ___ integrate quotes in a more seamless manner   ___avoid incorporating naked quotes  ___ avoid incomplete sentences

___ avoid run-on sentences   ___ use pronouns appropriately   ___ be mindful of capitalization   ____ check historical information for accuracy (conduct outside research)

___ incorporate more specific historical facts and information    ___ be mindful of homophones (there/their)  __ work on word choice (replace complex words with simple ones)  __ avoid vague nouns  ___ use words, not their definitions  __don’t start sentences with “There is,” “There are,” or “It is.”   
___Other: 



	COMMUNICATE 
Make ideas and information understood, mindful of audience, purpose, and setting.
	
	Attempts to effectively communicate ideas and conclusions..
	Effectively communicates ideas and conclusions.



	To improve your ability to Communicate…           __ consider completing a more detailed outline during the pre-writing stage    __  avoid irrelevant information 

 __  avoid informal language (contractions, slang, sweeping generalizations,   __  elaborate/expand on your claims/important conclusions with supporting evidence 

 __ use transitional phrases to link sentences and ideas    ___present historical information in chronological order    __ make sure each paragraph advances and showcases the central idea (your thesis)  __ every now and then connect new information and ideas to the central idea (your thesis)   __ break long paragraphs into smaller ones – even if your paragraph relates to the topic sentience, breaks between paragraphs function as a “short” break for your reader   __ break long sentences into shorter ones 

__ avoid redundancy __avoid run-on sentences and/or incomplete sentences   ___ integrate quotes in a more seamless manner  

__ Other: 




