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FREEDOM 
IN THE PRESS
GRADING RUBRIC
	Outcome: Argue

	Outcome Target
	NY
	MS
	ES

	Formulates written or verbal arguments to support claims with clear reasons, sound logic, and relevant evidence
	
	Student introduces and solidifies original thesis/claim with relevant and appropriate evidence from multiple sources. Analysis includes rich justification. Includes alternate/opposing positions and counterclaims. 
	Student solidifies a precise original thesis/claim with logically sequenced, relevant, and appropriate evidence from multiple sources. Discusses the strengths and limitations of both claims and counterclaims in relation to the audience.


	Outcome: Be Precise 

	Outcome Target
	NY
	MS
	ES

	Understands and applies the rules of grammar 
	
	Uses grammatically and mechanically accurate, sentences to communicate ideas and conclusions.
	Uses both simple and complex grammatically and mechanically accurate sentences to progress ideas and meaning. Purposefully uses punctuation for voice and style.


	Outcome: Communicate

	Outcome Target
	NY
	MS
	ES

	Uses language to communicate with clarity 
	
	Student communicates an abundance of information or text clearly by choosing words deliberately and eliminating repetitive words or phrases.
	Student uses specific, not vague, words. She masterfully combines sentences, with attention to removing superfluous words. Language is accurately arranged. 


	Outcome: Conclude

	Outcome Target
	NY
	MS
	ES

	Forms accurate conclusions or claims based on evidence 
	
	Student synthesizes evidence from multiple texts in order to draw accurate text-based conclusions
	Student synthesizes an understanding of prior knowledge, many perspectives, and a collection of evidence from numerous sources in order to draw multiple conclusions or deepen/enhance original conclusion


	Outcome: Discern

	Outcome Target
	NY
	MS
	ES

	Identifies main ideas, facts and details from the text 
	
	Student demonstrates a basic understanding and surface meaning of a text. Central meanings, facts and some details are identified.
	Student examines the text closely, making inferences that display a sophisticated understanding of the text and subtext. May Infer how the concept relates to larger themes or notice where the text leaves matters uncertain.


