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The Effects of the French and Indian War on Colonial Relations/Unity
READ: Colonists emerged from the French and Indian War with a heightened sense of collective identity.  Before the war, the colonies had been largely isolated from one another. Participation in the French and Indian War brought people from all the thirteen colonies together to fight the war and, in turn, created greater bonds among the colonies.  

Check for understanding:  

Complete the box below to better understand the phrase “heightened sense of collective identity.” 
	
	Synonym/Definition: 

	heighten
	

	Sense of 
	

	collective 
	

	Identity 
	


Question: Why did colonists emerge from the French and Indian War with a “heightened sense of identity?”

READ: The French and Indian War, to which the colonists contributed soldiers and economic resources, reminded the rulers of England how important the colonies were to Britain’s well-being and its status as a great power.  Now, they believed, new regulations (rules) were needed to help guarantee (make sure) that the thirteen colonies continued to benefit the mother country.  Having treated the colonists as allies during the war, Britain reverted (went back to) seeing them as subordinate (less than) whose main role was to enrich the mother country.  

Check for understanding:  
Question:  Why did England believe they needed to create new rules and regulations after the French and Indian War? 
Bonus Question: What economic principle/system did Britain hope to strengthen after the French and Indian War? 
READ:  England, however, felt that the colonists should be grateful to the empire.  To fight the French and Indian War, Britain had borrowed from banks and individual investors the equivalent of tens of trillions of dollars in today’s money.  The tax burden in Britain had reached unprecedented (never having happened before, or never having happened so much) heights.  It seemed only reasonable that the colonies should help pay this national debt for continued British protection. 
Check for understanding: 

Question: How did England justify (give a good reason for doing something) taxing the colonies after the French and Indian War? 

READ:  In 1765, England instituted (put into action) the Stamp Act.  The act required that all sorts of printed materials produced in the colonies – newspapers, books, court documents, land deeds, etc… - carry a stamp.  The money from the stamps would help pay the debt and finance the operations of the empire.  The colonists did not consent to these laws and could vote for people who did.  They were angry and ready to defend this act and other tax laws in the name of liberty and freedom.

Check for understanding:
Question: Why were the colonists’ upset by the Stamp Act and other tax laws? 

Exit Slip: 

Respond to the following question on a sheet of loose-leaf paper: How did both the level of economic freedom in the colonies and the French and Indian War contribute to the creation of an “imagined community” - wherein, colonists began to see themselves as members of a larger community?  
