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The U.S. Constitution at Work
TASK: Read and annotate the following current event stories. For each story, consider and write down the key terms and concepts that you explored/learned about during Unit 2 in the space provided.  

Article #1: 

Obama nominates Loretta Lynch for attorney general 

11/08/14 12:03 PM—UPDATED 11/08/14 04:09 PM
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President Obama on Saturday nominated New York federal prosecutor Loretta Lynch to succeed Eric Holder as attorney general, making her the first African-American woman chosen to be the top law enforcement official in the county.

At an event in the White House’s Roosevelt Room, Obama bid farewell to Holder, who announced in September he would step down as attorney general, and praised Lynch as the most qualified to take over the post. “Loretta might be the only lawyer in America who battles mobsters and drug lords and terrorists and still has the reputation for being a charming people person,” Obama said.

Standing beside the president, Lynch thanked her family and her colleagues, and pledged to carry on Holder’s legacy. “I will wake up every morning with the protection of the American people as my first thought and I will work everyday to safeguard the citizens, our liberties, our rights and this great nation which has given so much to me and my family.”

Lynch, who in the past has won Senate approval through a voice vote to assume her role as a federal prosecutor, must now seek confirmation from the Senate. Obama called on the Senate to confirm her “without delay.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Article #2: 

Appeals court upholds bans on same-sex marriage for first time

By Robert Barnes November 6
A federal appeals court panel upheld bans on same-sex marriage in four states Thursday, a break with other federal courts that makes it almost certain the Supreme Court must take up the issue of whether gay couples have a constitutional right to marry.
A panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit in Cincinnati ruled 2 to 1 that although same-sex marriage across the nation is practically inevitable, in the words of U.S. Circuit Judge Jeffrey S. Sutton, it should be settled through the democratic process and not the judicial one.

The decision overturned lower-court rulings in Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee and Kentucky and makes the 6th Circuit the first appeals court to uphold state bans since the Supreme Court struck down part of the federal Defense of Marriage Act in 2013.
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The Supreme Court began its term last month by declining to hear appeals of decisions that had gone the other way, and that move to let the rulings stand greatly expanded the number of states in which same-sex couples may marry.
The court did not explain its reasoning at the time, but Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has said in interviews that there was no reason for the court to jump in to settle a controversy unless there was disagreement among the lower courts.

The 6th Circuit’s decision provides that. And the next question is whether the process moves quickly enough that the court takes up the issue this term, which would mean a decision by early summer. Both winners and losers in the cases​ said they were eager to expedite the process to let the high court have its say.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Article #3: 
Mo. overrides veto of 3-day abortion waiting period
Jonathan Shorman, Springfield (Mo.) News-Leader – November 3  
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The Missouri State Legislature passed laws to make all women wait three days to have an abortion, including victims of rape or incest. This action triples the current wait time and becomes the second longest in the country. South Dakota also mandates a minimum 72-hour wait, but it does not apply to weekends and holidays.
"Our intent is to make sure that a woman has the opportunity to really think through what she's about to do and how it will affect her health, as well as the life of her baby," Missouri Right to Life lobbyist Susan Klein told the Associated Press.



The Legislature passed the 72-hour wait in May. Gov. Jay Nixon vetoed the legislation in July, calling it "a disrespectful measure that would unnecessarily prolong the suffering of rape and incest victims and jeopardize the health and well-being of women. It victimizes these women by prolonging their grief and their nightmare."  However, the House voted 117-44 to overturn Gov. Jay Nixon's veto of House Bill 1307. The Senate voted 23-7. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

