Guidelines for Constructing
STRONG Talking Points
1.Attempt to connect article(s)/text(s) to course material (what we discuss/learn in class)

2. Quality over quantity – doesn’t matter how much you write but rather what you write

3. Sometimes include direct quotes/passages from the text.  When you include a quote/passage include page number. (Example [pg. 4])

4. Attempt to be specific – avoid general/close-ended questions.  (Example: What do you think?  Do you agree?  Did you like the article(s)/text(s))

5.When reading article(s)/text(s) by two or more authors, attempt to compare author’s arguments/themes. 

6.Provide a context for your question or comment. What information can you provide that will allow the class to better understand your question or comment.  

7.Think about what might incite/spark discussion – typically controversial statements tend to arouse debate.   

8.Ask a question that you may not necessarily know the answer to.  

9.Attempt to bring in outside text(s) or connect text to current event
