Helpful Tips for Your American Freedom Thematic Essay #1
Capitalization 

· colony, colonial, and colonists should not be capitalized unless the word appears at the start of a sentence.  The word colony should be capitalized when mentioning a specific colony (e.g. Massachusetts Bay Colony) 

· economic freedom, political freedom, religious freedom, and personal freedom should not be capitalized unless the word appears at the start of a sentence.

· Terms that should always be capitalized:

· Declaration of Independence 

· England, Great Britain, Britain, the English, and the British 

· America or Americans 

· Puritans 

· Church of England 

· Massachusetts Bay Colony 

Verb Tense 

· You should write in the past tense.  Common mistakes include:
· lead (present tense) – led (past tense) 
References to the time period: 

· Any of the following phrases are appropriate when referring to the colonial America:
· The colonial period of American history was a time of….
· In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the colonies is British North America…
· During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,….
· English North America in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries…
· During  colonial times in America,…
· In colonial America, 
*Seventeenth century = 1600s

  
*Eighteenth century = 1700s 
