Unit 5: Freedom From Reconstruction to World War II (1877-1939)
Essential Question:  What do policies and programs meant to Americanize immigrants reveal about American identity and how are these policies and programs, and in turn, conceptions of American identity, shaped by immigration? 
Becoming American: Now and Then
Independent Investigative Research Project
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Overview:  The movement of people into and within the United States has had a significant impact on the nation. These movements have been both voluntary and involuntary. Today, immigrants comprise almost one-sixth of the U.S. workforce, and together with their children represent one-fifth of the entire US population.  President Trump’s recent executive order barring immigrants from seven countries led many politicians and people to protest - reminding the new administration that the United States is and has always been “a nation of immigrants.”  The ban, to many Americans, “goes against [the country’s] most important values.”  “And that is absolutely true,” said Erika Lee, director of the Immigration History Research Center at the University of Minnesota. “But the U.S. also have a long record of barring immigrants, denigrating them, building walls and forcing *assimilation. That’s the flip side.” 
Yes, in many ways,  America’s self-image is forever intertwined with the melting pot. It’s a nation that welcomes the world’s wretched refuse, a nation built by immigrants, a nation whose very motto is “E Pluribus Unum” — Out of Many, One.  But, at the same time, as recent headlines remind us, many Americans, like people everywhere, are more comfortable with the familiar than with change. They fear that newcomers with different languages, religions, and cultures would ultimately forever change how they understand what it means to be American.  
*assimilation -  the process of becoming an accepted part of a country or group. Cultural assimilation is the process by which a person or a group's language and/or culture come to resemble those of another group
Purpose:
· To encourage you to think more deeply about how immigrants and marginalized populations shape and are shaped by American identity or a perceived understanding of what it means to be American.
· To hone transferable critical research skills to help you both produce an original argument and support that argument with logically-sequenced, relevant, and appropriate evidence from multiple sources.
· To develop the following outcome targets: 
	Argue 
	Formulates written or verbal arguments to support claims with clear reasons, sound logic, and relevant evidence    

	Be Precise 
	Uses proper in-text citation format to avoid plagiarism

	Be Precise 
	Understands and applies the rules of grammar  

	Collaborate
	Participate positively and effectively in a range of collaborative discussions, activities and projects

	Communicate
	Produce clear and organized writing 

	Conclude 
	Forms accurate conclusions or claims based on evidence  

	Investigate 
	Designs and/or conducts an inquiry and gathers appropriate information to complete the inquiry

	Plan
	Uses the writing process to improve writing


Research Phases (Process): 
For this independent research paper, you will first determine the focus of your inquiry to guide your initial research.  After discerning information from “reliable” and “relevant” sources, you will create an inquiry question.  This question will help you narrow the scope of your research and help you begin to draft and create a working thesis statement.  Think of your eventual thesis statement as essentially a one sentence response to your inquiry question and think of your essay as essentially your case (e.g.  for why this answer (i.e. your thesis) is appropriate and historically accurate.  
This investigative research project is broken down into smaller “research phases” (detailed below): 
Phase One: Determining the focus of your inquiry: 
Identify a population:  
· American Indians 
· Mexican Americans
· Irish Americans 
· Italian Americans 
· Jewish Americans 
· Muslim Americans 
· Japanese Americans
· Indian Americans 
· Chinese-Americans (This is the group I will focus on during “modeling” and whole/class activities. We will also be reading excerpts from Tung Chin’s Paper Son about the experience of “becoming American” for a Chinese American and his family).  
Identify a time period: 
· 1870-1939 (late nineteenth-early twentieth-century) 


Identify a potential topic to explore: 
· Government programs aimed to “Americanize” this population
· Educational programs that aimed to “Americanize” this population
· Laws and/or policies that specifically aimed to “Americanize” this population
· Efforts made by this population to shape the local community and/or the country as a whole and this population’s social and economic effect on the community.  
Phase Two: Use the above information (the focus of your inquiry) to conduct initial research to learn more about your population, the time period and your potential topic and identity at least two specific examples of programs and/or policies related to your chosen population and time period.  
· You also need to gather some general information about your population and the time period including but not limited to: 
· The historical circumstance (think about the “push” and “pull” factors) that led to the migration to the United States.
· The area/geographical location within the United States where this population settled.
· The approximate number of immigrants who arrived to the U.S. from this country of origin during this period in American history.  
Phase Three: Select one of your examples above and formulate a research question using the provided model/template and a rationale for your research project.  
Phase Four: Complete a Preliminary Research Proposal that includes:  
a. a focus of your inquiry (phase one); 
b. a researchable inquiry question (phase two);
c. a rationale establishing why the research was important (phase two)
Phase Five: Break-down your research question into smaller sub-questions and collect at least four 
reliable and relevant sources that could help you answer these sub-questions.   
Phase Six: Analyze collected evidence to develop a potential thesis statement. 
Phase Seven: Complete a Final Research Proposal that includes: 
a. a focus of your inquiry (phase one); 
b. a researchable question (phase two); 
c. a rationale establishing why the research was important (phase two); 
d. sub-questions/a list of key-words and phrases, with definitions, that could be used in searching for information phase five). 
e. a working bibliography of materials used in background reading and other reliable and relevant sources that might be useful; and (phase two and five)
f. working thesis statement (phase six) 
Phase Eight: Break-down your thesis statement to create an outline and then use this outline to write a First Rough Draft that is peer critique ready.  
Phase Nine: Participate in a Peer Critique Session 
Phase Ten: Use feedback and self-reflection to conduct additional research and revise/edit the first rough draft and produce a Second Rough Draft 
Phase Eleven: Participate in a Second Peer Critique Session 
Phase Twelve: Use feedback and self-reflection to revise/edit a second rough draft. 
Phase Thirteen: Publish and submit a Final Draft
Final Essay Requirements: 
· Your essay must be between 4-5 pages in length (12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, include the appropropriate heading and a title that is NOT entitled “Research Essay” or “History Essay”).  Your title should reflect your central claim/controlling idea. 
· Your essay must adhere to standard MLA formatting, including a correct header and heading, original title, 12-point professional font, double spacing, properly formatted titles, and proper in-text citations (author’s last name and page number whenever paraphrasing or quoting directly). (See 11th Grade Citation Guide and/or OWL Purdue Website: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/).
· Your essay must include a correctly formatted Works Cited page. 
· Audience and Context. The audience for your research essay is comprised of the members of this class, but consider the larger context: you are aiming for a highly academic, polished piece of analysis that conforms to the expectations of the social sciences/humanities discourse community. We will talk about these expectations in class.
Other Requirements: 
· Complete all phases/work for this independent research essay in your assigned Google folder for this course (linked to your Student Portfolio).  Create a new folder and name it “Unit 5: Independent Research Project.” To make it easier for me to asses your ability to “utilize the writing process to improve writing,” please consider opening a new document within your folder for phases: two, four, seven and eight.  
· Develop and maintain a working bibliography as your conduct research (attached links to online sources).  You need to create a new document within your google folder for this project and name it “Works Cited Page.” A mini-lesson will be provided early in the process to help you create/format your working bibliography.  
Note: Works Cited and Bibliography are not the same. In Works Cited you only list items you have actually referred to and cited in your paper. A Bibliography lists all of the material you have consulted in preparing your essay whether or not you have actually referred to and cited the work.
· During drafting/writing days, you may be asked to participate in a mini-lesson on a specific writing skill.  Attendance in these mini-lessons will be based on your individual academic needs (i.e. your current rating on Jumprope for the specific outcome target being addressed/taught).  
· Consider developing and maintaining a planning log and/or calendar if you are currently “Not Yet” meeting or exceeding the standards for “creating appropriate plans and following them in a timely manner with attention to deadlines.” 
