James Baldwin and the Civil Rights Movement Timeline

Task: Create a timeline that includes important dates in James Baldwin’s life and important events/dates of the Civil Rights Movement.  

Requirements:

1) Your timeline must be segmented/divided into appropriate and synchronized time units (e.g. 1 inch = 10 years).  Be sure to first determine your period of time (e.g. 1920-1970?). 
                 *These decisions may be a matter of trial and error, based on the size of your paper. 
2) Your timeline must include the required events (listed below).  
**The events that have an asterisk next to them, means that you should add a brief explanation about what this event/act was.  

3) Write/list the events that specifically pertain to James Baldwin’s life in a different color than the events/dates that pertain to the Civil Right Movement.  

* Consider adding images/drawings to your timeline (this is only an option not a requirement) 
Important Dates in James Baldwin’s Life 

1924 -  James Baldwin is born in Harlem, NY

1934 -  Baldwin beaten by a gang of police officers 

1942 – spends time in New Jersey (what we read from Notes on a Native Son)

1943 – Baldwin’s step-father dies 

1948 – Baldwin leaves the United States and departed for Paris 

1953 – Publishes first novel Go Tell It on the Mountain 

1955 - Publishes Notes on a Native Son 

1963 – Publishes The Fire Next Time – 100 years after the Emancipation 

 Proclamation 

1987 - Baldwin dies
Important Events/Dates of the Civil Rights Movement 

1954 - Brown v. Board of Education*

1955-1956 – Rosa Parks refuses to up her bus seat to a white man, 

precipitating the Montgomery bus boycott, led by Martin Luther King, Jr.
1957: Efforts to integrate Little Rock, Ark., Central High School meet with 

          legal resistance and violence; federal troops mobilize to protect the 

nine African American students at the high school from white mobs trying to block the school's integration.
1960 – John F. Kennedy elected President of the United States

1961 – Freedom Rides*

1962 - The United Farm Workers Union, under the leadership of  

 Cesar Chavez organizes to win bargaining power for Mexican 

Americans.
1963 - Over a quarter of a million people participate in the March on 

Washington on August 28, 1963, and hear Martin Luther King Jr. deliver his "I Have a Dream" speech.
President Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas

1964 – Civil Rights Act passed*

1965 - The Voting Rights Act passed*, Malcolm X assassinated 

1968 – MLK Jr. is assassinated, rise of the Black Power Movement 
