Labor Unions – TASK CARD
Aim: To identify and evaluate the attempts made by laborers to ameliorate living and working conditions during the late 1800s and early 1900s (the so-called “Gilded Age”). 

Materials:

· Handout: Scenario Card A
· Handout: Scearnio Card B
· Handout: The Rise of Labor Unions 
· Handout: Fast Food Workers Strike, Protest for Higher Pay 
· Handout: With Minimum Wage On State Of The Union Agenda, Fast Food Workers Are Guests Of Honor
Activity:
1) Find a partner.

2) One person reads Scenario Card A and the other person reads Scenario Card B.  Do not share your scenario card with your partner until the instructions tell you to do so.  After reading your scenario card, answer the following questions (in your notes):

a. What is your problem?

b. How can your solved? 

c. Who may be affected by these solutions?  

3) After both students respond to the above question, conduct a discussion using the following questions to prompt thinking: 

a. How are both your labor problems related? 

b. How might your individual solutions affect the other person? 

c. Is there a solution that rectifies or solves both problems?

4) Pause discussion for a moment. Read the handout entitled “The Rise of Labor Unions” together and complete the accompanying questions. 

5) After completing the reading, continue your mini-discussion using the following questions to prompt thinking: 

a. Of the methods employed by labor unions mentioned in the reading, which do you believe is the most effective? Explain your answer. 

b. What do you think are the major benefits of joining a labor union?

c. In what ways, may labor unions hurt the economy? Consider looking at the following article to enrich your discussion: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michele-masterfano/unions-the-good-the-bad-t_b_3880878.html 

d. Do you know of anyone in a labor union? 

6) Discussion Reflection (in your notes):

a. Identify one thing that you learned from your group discussion.

b. Identify one question that today’s group discussion raised in your mind.   
7) Complete Connections to Today Activity (see below). 

8) Add to your Myth and Reality T-Chart.  
Connections to Today Activity: 

1) Read the USA Today article entitled Fast Food Workers Strike, Protest for Higher Pay and With Minimum Wage On State Of The Union Agenda, Fast Food Workers Are Guests Of Honor
1)  answer the following questions in your notes:

a. What labor union is representing McDonalds employees?

b. What methods are being employed by the labor union to increase the minimum wage?

c.  Do you agree with President Obama’s executive order for increasing the minimum wage? Why or why not?  
