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Indentured Servants 

Indentured servants were immigrant workers who contracted verbally or in writing to work for a limited period — usually for five to seven years — after which they were entitled to “freedom dues.”  Otherwise, they received no pay except housing and upkeep. 
Free laborers 
Most jobs were located in the three largest port cities: Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. While some people were able to earn and accumulate a lot of money, most men and women often struggled to find work and earn enough to support themselves and their families. 
    Excerpt from What Hath God Wrought by Daniel Walker Howe 










