Task Card #3
Name: ____________________________________________

Section: ____

Date: ________________
Language of The Crucible 
Miller creates an historical feel to the language, which makes it easier for us to feel we are being transported back to the community of that time (1690's).

Features of the language:

1. old-fashioned, archaic words:

· bid (told)

· aye (yes) and nay (no

· hearty (well)

2. unfamiliar expressions

· blink (ignore)

· Goody (Mrs.)

· Open with me (tell the truth)

3. unfamiliar use of the verb "to be"

· "it were" instead of "it was"

· “there be” instead of "there is"

4. double negatives

· "he cannot discover no medicine"

· I don't compact with no devil"

5. changing the normal word order

· "I like not to search a house"

6. a rustic, colloquial feel to the language is achieved by dropping the final "g" from words

· drearnin'

· carryin'

· no-thin'

7. Biblical and religious allusions - confirming the nature of this strongly religious community

· "Where she walks, the crowd will part like the sea for Israel."
Directions: 
Part I: Using the guide above, re-write the sentences below from Arthur Miller’s The Crucible into contemporary English.  
1. Sentence from The Crucible: “Aye, be hearty soon!” 

    Contemporary English Translation: ______________________________________________________________________________

2. Sentence from The Crucible: “Be you deaf?
    Contemporary English Translation: _____________________________________________________________________________

3. Sentence from The Crucible: “What say you?
    Contemporary English Translation: _____________________________________________________________________________

Part II:  Define the following “repeated words.” Always take notice of repeated words. If something is being repeated, the playwright wants you to sit up and pay attention!
· bewildered - _______________________________________________________________________________________________

· Goody - ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· lechery -  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
· perjury - __________________________________________________________________________________________________

· fathom – __________________________________________________________________________________________________
· disposition -  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
