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QCQ(Quote-Comment-Question)
12 Years a Slave 
	Quote: Please select a quotation from this section of 12 Years a Slave that is thought-provoking, meaningful, revealing and concerns one of the three major topics (Life as a slave, slave resistance, and master-slave relationship). Include the page number!

	
“Alas! I had not then learned the measure of “man inhumanity to man,” nor to what limitless extent of wickedness he will go for the love of gain” (page 26).  

	Comment: What does this quote mean? What is the subtext? Insight?
**To help you communicate your thoughts clearly and effectively try the following strategy: Read As You Write! Strong writers continuously read and re-read their work as they write to ensure that they use language to communicate with clarity. 

	
At first glance, Solomon Northup paints a picture of slavery that may seem all-too-familiar: slave-owners and slave dealers brutalize their slaves in myriad ways, and slaves are seemingly powerless to exert any control over their masters.  And yet, Northup’s narrative does more than simply present another account of the horrific treatment enslaved men and women endured under slavery.  Quite frequently, Northup illustrates and discusses that the real travesty of slavery is how it required white slave owners and slave dealers to both unconsciously and consciously ignore their humanity.  After being kidnapped, Solomon wakes up in a slave pen and is beaten repeatedly by a slave dealer named Burch.  Solomon argues that a “man with a particle of mercy in his soul would not have beaten a dog so cruelly.”  Thus, slavery not only robs the enslaved of their humanity and dignity, but also causes white slave –owners and slave dealers to act inhumanely.   In many ways, it is the slave-master himself that acts less humanely – separating families, buying and selling humans, and physically and mentally abusing men, women and children.  Solomon wants his white audience to recognize that slavery denies both the slave and, if not more, the slave-master of humanity.  


	Question: Write a thought-provoking essential question about this quotation!

	In what ways, do people today in various positions of authority continue to deny people their humanity?  If so, how is this subjugation and degradation justified? 



