Task Card #1 Free States vs. Slave States: It’s All the Power! 
Name: ____________________________________________


Section: ____
Date: ___________________________
More Land! More Problems!
Task: Answer the questions below using prior knowledge and the information from the Power Point entitled: More Land! More Problems! 

1. What is the difference between a free state and a slave state? 

2. Why were free states located in the northern region of the United States? 

3. If there are more free states, then there are perhaps more members in Congress (the legislative branch) from states that do not permit slavery.  Why is this a problem for members of Congress from slave states?  
4. In addition to restoring the balance in Congress by permitting Maine to be admitted to the Union as a free state and Missouri to be admitted as a slave state, how did the Missouri Compromise of 1820 attempt to prevent future debates over the extension of slavery in America? 

5. How did the United States justify westward expansion, or extending the nation beyond its existing borders? 

6. How did the United States extend its borders to the Pacific?  

7. How did California’s proposed admission to the Union affect the debate between the North and the South over slavery? 

8. The year is 1850.  Considering all that you learned from the Power Point, does war between the North and the South seem inevitable (bound to happen no matter what)?  If you were a member of Congress, what ideas would you offer/present to end the debate over slavery?  
Making a Mini Booklet 

Locate the packet entitled: The Territorial Expansion of the United States Before the Civil War.  Identify the number of free states and slave states for each of the dates/maps provided.  Answer the accompanying questions, cut each paper in half and staple the booklet together.  You may color the free states/slave states if you would like.   Please draw the imaginary line created by the Missouri Compromise on the appropriate map.  
