DOCUMENT A: FIRESIDE CHAT (Modified)

President Roosevelt gave this speech over the radio on May 7, 1933, two months after he became president. He called these radio addresses “fireside chats,” and this was his second one as president.

Tonight, I come for the second time to tell you about what we have been doing and what we are planning to do. . . .

First, Congress just passed the Federal Emergency Relief Act (FERA) to give immediate help to those that need it in the form of cash payments.  We also created the Civil Works Administration (CWA) to provide temporary jobs for one-quarter of a million of the unemployed, especially the young men, to repair roads and bridges and to go into forestry and flood prevention work…

Next, the Congress is about to pass legislation that will greatly ease the mortgage distress among the farmers and the home owners of the nation…

I know that the people of this country will understand this and will also understand the spirit in which we are undertaking this policy…

All of us, the Members of the Congress and the members of this Administration owe you, the people of this country, a profound debt of gratitude.

Vocabulary
Imperative – absolutely necessary

Legislation – laws

Mortgage distress – many farmers and homeowners were unable to pay off the

loans on their houses and so their property was taken away

Gratitude - thanks

Source: President Roosevelt’s “fireside chat,” May 7, 1933.
DOCUMENT B: AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE NEW DEAL

Most New Deal programs discriminated against blacks. The NRA (National Recovery Administration), a committee empowered to make agreements between workers and businesses dealing with hours of work, rates of pay, and the fixing of prices, for example, not only offered whites the first crack at jobs but allowed separate and lower wages for blacks. The Federal Housing Authority (FHA) refused to guarantee mortgages for blacks who tried to buy in white neighborhoods. Furthermore, the Social Security Act, a permanent program to create a system of transfer payments in which younger, working people support older, retired people, did not include most jobs blacks historically held.
Even more upsetting to black leaders, the president failed to support an anti-lynching law and a law to abolish the poll tax. Roosevelt feared that conservative southern Democrats, would block his bills if he tried to fight them on this issue.


Vocabulary
Mortgage – a loan to buy a house

Grim—negative

Source: Modified excerpt from the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
DOCUMENT C: FEDERAL WRITER’S PROJECT BOOK
I do think that Roosevelt is the biggest-hearted man we ever had in the White House…It’s the first time in my recollection that a President ever got up and said, “I’m interested in and aim to do somethin’ for the workin’ man.’ Just knowin’ that for once there was a man to stand up and speak for him, a man that could make what he felt so plain nobody could doubt he meant it, has made a lot of us feel a lot better even when there wasn’t much to eat in our homes.


Vocabulary
Recollection - memory

Source: George Dobbin was a 67-year old cotton-mill worker when he was interviewed for the book These Are Our Lives, a book put together by the Federal Writer’s Project in 1939.

DOCUMENT D: HOT LUNCHES FOR SCHOOLCHILDREN (Modified)
The Works Progress Administration (WPA) provided long-term government jobs building schools and other public works projects. One million undernourished children have benefited by the Works

Progress Administration's school lunch program. In the past year and a half 80,000,000 hot well-balanced meals have been served at the rate of 500,000 daily in 10,000 schools throughout the country…
For many children, who are required to leave home early in the morning and travel long distances after school hours to reach their homes, the WPA lunch constitutes the only hot meal of the day…

Through the daily service of warm, nourishing food, prepared by qualified, needy women workers, the WPA is making it possible for many underprivileged children of the present to grow into useful, healthy citizens of the future.


Vocabulary
Constitutes - is

Source: Speech by Ellen S. Woodward, Assistant Administrator; Works Progress Administration.
New Deal Unemployment (Document E)


Franklin Roosevelt took office in 1933 and immediately launched the New Deal. In 1935 Roosevelt introduced even more programs as part f the “second” New Deal. In December of 1941, the United States entered World War II. 

	Year
	Unemployment Rate(% of work force without jobs)

	1933
	20.6

	1934
	16.0

	1935
	14.2

	1936
	9.9

	1937
	9.1

	1938
	12.5

	1939
	11.3

	1940
	9.5

	1941
	8.0

	1942
	4.7

	1943
	1.9

	1944
	1.2

	1945
	1.9


Liberal Critics (Document F)


Not all Americans supported President Roosevelt or embraced New Deal programs and policies. In the excerpt that follows, Dr. Santos, a Cuban-born socialist, talks about the New Deal and his feelings about President Roosevelt. The interview is from 1939.

As to the New Deal, I believe that it has been a failure because it has protected the trusts (big business) more than the American people. Today, the poor are poorer, and the trusts are richer. This is a county that is controlled by the trusts (business). 
The workers earn less today than before the NRA (National Recovery Act).  Those who do not work have multiplied to such an extent that if I should say that 25,000,000 workers are without work at the present moment, I would not be mistaken. 
I do not believe that Roosevelt will solve this crisis.  If he had wanted to, as he promised to the American people, he would have solved it already. 

What we need are new social laws. The utility companies should be the property of the communities. The Federal government must confiscate (take over) these companies for the betterment (improvement) of the community.



























