Excerpt from The Use of "Othering" in the Formation of a Nationalist Society by John Evans 

Nationalism as a global phenomenon has taken on different forms and attributes. It has been the banner, at which, all colors of skin have gathered before they picked up arms and went to war. It has been the root of great evil and bloodshed. It has caused Nazis to create death camps; old neighbors in Cyprus to take up sides against one another along ethnically drawn lines; and has pitted Serbs, Croats and Muslims in a three-way war to destroy each other. In all of these cases, nationalism has employed a tool by which it separates us from them, the nation from the barbarians. In creating a national identity, members of that nation begin to separate themselves from anything or anyone who isn’t considered a part of that identity. It draws lines, it divides, and it separates. 

Othering, otherness creation, and exclusion, all refer to the process in which groups or individuals are defined by the social majority as different, incompatible, unworthy, or otherwise unwanted or ostracized. This act results in the formation of an us-group and a them-group, or in some places an in-group and out-group. This exclusion is usually based on some external identifier; such as, ethnicity, gender, accent, etc…  Othering is a process that begins in institutions of power and filters down to the people; indeed, it is a corporate xenophobia imposed upon the people of the nation through political rhetoric, the media, national historiography, and perpetuated through socialization. The process of othering serves two purposes: (a) it serves to construct the self-identity of the nation and (b) it provides a scapegoat to the nation for its present and past troubles.

What is “Othering” or “Otherness?”  

Attempt to write the above definition of “othering” and “otherness” in your own words: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible examples of “Others” or “othering” in the following microcosms:

School – 

Neighborhood –

United States – 

A place of work - 
“Othering, otherness creation, and exclusion, all refer to the process in which groups or their individuals are defined by the social majority as different, incompatible, unworthy, or otherwise unwanted or ostracized.”








