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1. How does the war change Chin? 

2. Who was Joseph McCarthy? What does Chin’s account reveal about the McCarthy era in America, and more specifically, the impact it had Chinese-Americans?

3. What does Chin’s first wife’s letter reveal about life as a “Gold Mountain wife,” and more generally, the life of those left behind?  In other words, we often hear about the immigrant experience, but what about the experience of the loved ones who stay behind?  

4. How would you summarize Chin’s life in Gold Mountain thus far in the story?  Is the vision or idea of “Gold Mountain” that Chin hears growing up in China proving to be more of a myth or a reality? 

5. Is Chin’s experience in America during the early to mid-1900s, similar to the immigrant experience today?  

