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Check-in-Point #1- Reading Comprehension Questions 
Prologue and Pages 1-37

Prologue 

1. What did it mean to be a “paper son?”

2. Why was acquiring a paper necessary? In other words, what caused the rising presence of “paper sons” in America? 

3. How much did each “paper” cost?

Gold Mountain 

1. What (where) was “Gold Mountain?”
2. What (who) was a “Gold Mountain wife?” 
3. What did it mean to be a “grass widow?”
My Village – YOU DO NOT NEED  TO READ THIS CHAPTER 

A Gold Mountain Man

1. When did Tung Chin arrive in the United States?

2. What is going on in the United States during this time? (Think about the topics you explored in Unit 5).

3. What did Chin do before arriving in the United States to prepare?

4. Although walking away from the Boston Immigration House a U.S. citizen, why did Chin believe he “had a long way to go before [he] could call [himself] a free man?

5. Describe Chin’s experience working for Uncle Chin?

6. Describe Uncle Lee?  How did Chin’s experience working for Mr. Lee differ than his experience working for Uncle Chin?

Between Father and Son

1. What does Tung Chin mean when he proclaims that an old friend of his father had learned the “secrets of free enterprise?” 

2. Why does Tung Chin still struggle to pay back the debt he owes Yu Nap (the man who Chin’s father paid for his son’s paper) even a year after living in the United States?  

Everybody for Himself

1. What does Tung Chin decide to do with his father’s laundry?

2. How much money does Tung Chin make from selling his father’s laundry?

3. Who does Tung Chin start to work with after selling his father’s laundry?

4. Who does Tung Chin meet after deciding to stay in Boston after his father’s passing? 

5. Why does Tung Chin call this chapter “Everybody for himself?” What does Tung Chin come to

discover about America’s family system and the family system in China?  

Fighting Chinese City Hall

1. What is the CCBA?

The Cheating Game

1. Tung Chin buys a laundry from Kiu King? Where is this laundry located?

Turning to Wisdom 

1. What does Tung Chin decide to do with his spare time in 1937?

2. What does Tung Chin ask the director of Chinese Hand Laundry Alliance to help him do? 

3. What position does Tung Chin obtain at the True Light Lutheran Church in New York’s Chinatown? 
