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Check-in-Point #3- Reading Comprehension Questions 
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Paranoia 

1. Why does Chin stop writing to his friend Dean in 1951?
2. What does Chin compare his situation to during this time?
3. What prompted the two FBI agents to return in the winter of 1955?
4. What happened to Chinese-American “paper sons” who admitted to communism as a better way of life? 
5. Why does Chin choose to teach his children Chinese?
6. What freedoms does Chin lose during the McCarthy era (i.e. the hunt for communists)?
Assimilation 

1. What does Chin hang on the wall of his laundry? Why?
2. What magazine does Chin subscribe to in order to look more American?
3. How many hours on average did Ting Fong work at the factory as a seamstress? 
4. What happens at Wilson and Winifred’s school that upsets Chin?
5. What does Chin observe that leads him to think that his children are being “Americanized? 
The Homecoming – DO NOT NEED TO READ (pgs 111-120)  

The Problem with Confessing 

1. Why is Chin still hesitant to confess that he is a “paper son?”
The Final Visit

1. What happened on January 12, 1959?

2. Why does Chin think that the men from the FBI ask “random questions here and there?”

Writing Again

1. What does Wilson do in 1967?
2. What does Wilson study in college?
3. What is printed in the New York Times on January 4, 1971?
4. What does Winifred bring home from grad school in 1975?
The Lunar New Year

1. What is just as important to the Chin family as learning about the American tradition?
2. What is lai see?
3. What does chin think about “as the dragon danced along, disappearing down the block?”
4. Why, according to Chin, do Gold Mountain men return home (China) and “never say a word about the hardships they faced in America.”  
5. Is Chin ultimately happy with his choice to settle in Gold Mountain? Why or why not?
Living in the Present

1. When does Chin retire from laundry work?
2. Why does Chin want to recall the story of his life in English one day?
