TO BE COMPLETED INDEPENDENTLY BY LAWYERS FOR THE PETITIONERS AND THE RESPONDENTS ONLY AFTER YOU HAVE FINISHED YOUR DATA COLLECTION SHEET & BOTH MANDATORY CHECK-INS!
Unit 4:  The Civil War and a New Birth of Freedom? (1840-1877)
Essential Question: What role, if any, should the government play in limiting free speech?  
Supreme Court Simulation Project
Part II: Preparing Your Brief – ROUGH DRAFT 
Step Two:  If you an attorney for the respondents or the petitioner, and you have completed you data collection sheet (Part I), you are now ready to begin preparing to write your actual Brief. 
· First, use your data collection sheet and other provided resources to independently answer the questions below. See either handout entitled “Resource Guide: Attorney for Petitioners or Resource Guide: Attorney for Respondents) 
· Then, meet with your other group members to complete the final draft of your brief/case preparation sheet. You will complete this as a group on a shared Google doc.  
Questions to Answer in Preparation for Writing Your Brief
 for Attorneys for the Respondents and Petitioners
I am an….      ___ Attorney for the *Respondents
___ Attorney for the *Petitioners 
*"Petitioner" refers to the party who petitioned the Supreme Court to review the case. This party is variously known as the petitioner or the appellant. "Respondent" refers to the party being sued or tried and is also known as the appellee.
1. Who are you representing in this case?
2. What are/is the constitutional question(s) or issue(s) in this case?
3. What argument is your client making about this/these constitutional question(s) or issue(s)? In other words, what do you need to prove in order for your client to win this case?
4. What legal precedents (past court cases) about the same and/or a similar constitutional question(s) or issue(s) can support your client’s argument? *Use the provided links on the Weebly to conduct research in order to answer this question. 
5. Why despite the existence or non-existence of legal precedents should the Supreme Court ruling in favor of your client?
