Peer Review Sheet – American Freedom Thematic ESSAY 

Organization:

· Are historical events addressed in chronological order? 
If no, POSSIBLE SUGGESTION TO MAKE: Consider reviewing your notes/researching online to ensure that your events are in chronological order.  

Paragraph Coherency 
· Are paragraphs coherent (i.e. does each sentence flow smoothly into the next without obvious jumps or shifts? 

In a coherent paragraph, each sentence relates clearly to the topic sentence or controlling idea, but there is more to coherence than this. If a paragraph is coherent, each sentence flows smoothly into the next without obvious shifts or jumps. A coherent paragraph also highlights the ties between old information and new information to make the structure of ideas or arguments clear to the reader.
If no, POSSIBLE SUGGESTION TO MAKE:  Consider using transition words or phrases between sentences and between paragraphs.
SOME USEFUL TRANSITIONS (modified from Diana Hacker, A Writer’s Reference)
To show addition: 
again, and, also, besides, equally important, first (second, etc.), further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, moreover, next, too 

To give examples: 
for example, for instance, in fact, specifically, that is, to illustrate 

To compare: 

also, in the same manner, likewise, similarly 

To contrast: 

although, and yet, at the same time, but, despite, even though, however, in contrast, in spite of, 
nevertheless, on the contrary, on the other hand, still, though, yet 

To conclude: 

in conclusion, in other words, in short, in summary, on the whole, that is, therefore, to sum up 

To show time: 
after, afterward, as, as long as, as soon as, at last, before, during, earlier, finally, formerly, immediately, later, meanwhile, next, since, shortly, subsequently, then, thereafter, until, when, while 

To show place 

above, below, beyond, close, elsewhere, farther on, here, nearby, opposite, to the left (north, etc.) 

To indicate logical 
relationship: 
accordingly, as a result, because, consequently, for this reason, hence, if, otherwise, since, so, then, therefore, thus


Style 

· Is there informal language present?
When writing a paper, you want to communicate to your reader that you have thought carefully about your ideas. If you write in an informal style that reminds the reader of a casual conversation, your reader may not take your ideas as seriously.








If so, SUGGESTIONS TO MAKE: 
	 INFORMAL LANGUAGE TO EDIT 
	HOW TO MAKE LANGUAGE MORE FORMAL 

	Generalizations 
􀂄Criminals are dangerous. 
􀂄Americans are overweight. 
	Be more specific 
􀂄Violent criminals can be dangerous. 
􀂄Two-thirds of Americans are overweight. 

	Vague language 
􀂄School is a big thing in my life. 
􀂄They arrested some people at the march. 
􀂄Drinking while driving is bad.
	Use more specific words 
􀂄School is an important part of my life. 
􀂄They arrested some protesters at the march. 
􀂄Drinking while driving is dangerous. 

	Using “you” instead of a specific person/group 
􀂄When you work with a patient who is very ill, you need to be patient. 
	Replace “you” with a specific person/group 
􀂄When nurses work with a patient who is very ill, they need to be patient. 


	Informal words and expressions 
􀂄My aunt has a lot of kids. 
􀂄The criminal justice system is messed up. 

	Use more formal words 
􀂄My aunt has many children. 
􀂄The criminal justice system has serious problems. 

	Contractions 
􀂄Many patients don’t listen to their doctors. 
	Remove the contraction 
􀂄Many patients do not listen to their doctors. 



Quote Integration 

· Are quotes integrated seamlessly?

Things to look for: 

1) Naked quotes: A quotations should never suddenly appear out of nowhere. Some kind of information about the quotation is needed. 

If present, SUGGESTION(S) TO MAKE: 

- Use the phrase, “According to _________ (author’s full name or last name if used previously) 

- Use signal verbs - Note that the particular verb you choose helps orient your reader toward your 
opinion of the statement. "Jones says" is neutral; "Jones informs us" is positive, "Jones alleges" is somewhat negative. Other verbs to choose from include: asserts, writes, observes, notes, remarks, suggests, declares, adds, informs us, alleges, claims, comments, thinks, affirms, explains, argues. 
2) A quote that is too long.  
3) Incorrect punctuation (see earlier handout on how to properly integrate a quote)

4) Avoid following a quote with the phrase “This quote shows…” or “As is evident by this 

    quote…” 

If present, SUGGESTION TO MAKE: Instead of saying “this quote” consider using the author’s name again – perhaps only the individual’s last name (ex: Washington’s assertion…)

Example: 

Instead of… 

George Washington believed that “the war would soon be over.”  This quotes shows that Washington thought the war was coming to an end. 


Consider….

George Washington believed that “the war would soon be over.”  Washington’s assertion suggests that the Continental Army felt confident in their recent victories and that a British surrender was soon to come.
Peer Review Worksheet

Author’s Name: ___________________________________        Name of Reviewer:  _______________________________


Organization

· Did the author address all aspects of the task evenly 

_______YES    _______ NO

If not, what aspects are missing and/or lacking? 

· Is there a clear plan of organization?



_______YES    _______ NO

· Are historical events addressed in chronological order?

_______YES    _______ NO

If no, what suggestions do you have to improve the organization of this essay?


Paragraph Coherency 
· Are paragraphs coherent (i.e. does each sentence flow smoothly into the next without obvious jumps or shifts?) 




_______YES    _______ NO

If no, is there a particular paragraph that lacks coherency? What suggestions do you have to improve the coherency of this essay?  


Style 
· Is there informal language present?



_______YES    _______ NO
If yes, what suggestion do you have to avoid using informal language? 


Integrating Quotes 
· Are quotes integrated seamlessly?



_______YES    _______ NO
If no, what suggestions do you have to ensure that quotes are integrated seamlessly? 



















































