Unit 5: Freedom From Reconstruction to World War II (1877-1939)
Essential Question:  What do policies and programs meant to Americanize immigrants reveal about American identity and how are these policies and programs, and in turn, conceptions of American identity, shaped by immigration? 
Independent Investigative Research Project
Phase Five
Phase Five: Break-down your research question into smaller sub-questions and collect at least four 
reliable and relevant sources that could help you answer these sub-questions.   
Step One: To help you locate sources and ultimately answer your research question, first break-down your research question into smaller sub-questions.  Think of all the smaller (potentially short-response questions) that would collectively answer your larger research question.  
Model:
Greg’s Research Question:  What purpose and/or role did education play in Americanizing Chinese immigrants living in San Francisco, California during the Second Industrial Revolution?  
Greg’s Sub-Questions: 
1. What was the Second Industrial Revolution?
2. What propelled Chinese immigrants to immigrate to the U.S.?
3. How many Chinese immigrants came to the U.S. between 1870 and 1920?  
4. How many Chinese immigrants lived in San Francisco, CA and where in San Francisco did they live?
5. What does it mean to “Americanize” an immigrant population?  
6. How is national identity formed and how does education/schooling serve to “Americanize” a population?” 
7. What types of schools and/or educational services were made available to Chinese immigrant children and adults?
a. Why were these services provides and/or schools created? 
b. What was their mission statement? 
c. How were they funded? 
d. What classes/courses were offered/ 
e. How many children/adults attended/took advantage of these programs?
8. Are there memoirs/accounts written by students, teachers and/or administrators who attended/worked at these schools? If so, what memories do they have about their time at these schools/in these programs?   
9. What, according to these educational programs/schools, did it mean to be an American?  
Your turn: Create a new document in your google folder and label it “Phase 5: Research.”  Use the above model to break-down your research question into smaller sub-questions.  
Step Two: Collecting relevant and reliable sources to help you answer these sub-questions.  
How can I tell if a source is relevant?
Just because you find a source that is about your topic, does not mean it is a relevant source! 
Consider the following…
1. Scope of Inquiry: Determine the depth (level of detail) and breadth (number of topics discussed) of your paper by considering how much information you’ll be able to find and how much you need to support your claims. 
2. The Author’s Argument - Is the author making an argument similar to the argument that you are attempting to make? If so, you can use this as evidence to support your claim.  If the author presents a counterargument to your claim, this is equally a potential relevant source, because a strong essay will also include a discussion about who other people’s arguments are incomplete and/or flawed.  
Exercise:  Decide if the found source is relevant or not relevant? 
1) Essay: You’re writing an essay about single-sex education in the 1980s. 

Found Source:  An article about TYWLS of Astoria


Relevant

Not Relevant 
How can I tell if a source is reliable? 
There are many factors that make a source credible. Whenever you are looking at a source on the internet, you should check several things to verify that the information is credible. 
1. Who authored (wrote) the site? - „ Does the author provide his/her credentials? What type of expertise does s/he have on the subject s/he is writing about? Does s/he indicate what his/her education is? What type of experience s/he has? „ How to find out: Try “Googling” the author.
2. Who published the site? Don’t ignore the suffix on the domain name (the three-letter part that comes after the “.”). The suffix is usually (but not always) descriptive of what type of entity hosts the website.  
3. What is the main purpose of the site? Why did the author write it and the publisher post it? „ To sell a product? „ As a personal hobby? „ As a public service? „ To further scholarship on a topic? „ To provide general information on a topic? „ To persuade you of a particular point of view? How to find out: „Scan the homepage of the website. Is it cluttered with advertising? Does the page appear to be professionally designed? Is the writing trying to persuade you to buy something? 
4. Who is the intended audience? 
· Scholars or the general public? 
· Which age group is it written for? 
· Is it aimed at people from a particular geographic area? 
· Is it aimed at members of a particular profession or with specific training? 
5. What is the quality of information provided on the website? 
· Timeliness: when was the website first published? Is it regularly updated? 
· Does the author cite sources? Just as in print sources, web sources that cite their sources are considered more reliable. It shows that the author has done his/her homework and is familiar with scholarship in the field.
Greg’s tips for finding relevant and reliable websites:
· Make sure the website is up to date. 
· Look at the author’s “Works Cited” page or the bibliography of a relevant and reliable source you already located to see what sources they used!  
· If you need a read a book or article with only a sentence or short paragraph about your topic, look for a footnote or endnote to identify the source used by the author to make that claim and locate that source.  
· Do not cite Wikipedia or similar user-edited sites.  Instead, look at the sources cited at the bottom - sometimes you can find a reliable source that was used by the person who added the information to wikipedia.  
· Use Google Books - http://books.google.com/ - for books you can read online.
· Use a Google Advanced Search to limit your results to just .org (non-profit), .edu (educational institutions), or .gov (government) websites. This will also let you limit to a date range.
· DIVERSIFY YOUR SOURCES!!! 
3mk Best Resources to Help with Writing a Research Paper
1. Google Scholar
2. RefSeek
3. ERIC
***For Phase Five, make sure to write down the sources’ title, author and page number or copy and paste the url so, if you do end up using this source in your essay, you already have some of the information you will need for your Works Cited page! 
